
 

1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

AGENDA 

Regular Meeting of the 
Cuyama Basin Water District 

Monday, January 8, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. at  

Cuyama Elementary School Board Room 
2300 CA-166, New Cuyama, CA 93254 

Remote Location(s) 

3432 Kraft Lane 900 Truxton Ave, Suite 220  

Arvin, CA 93203 Bakersfield, CA 93301  
 

NOTE:  PARTICIPATION BY TELECONFERENCE 
The District will hold its regular Board of Directors meeting in-person and by teleconference.  The in-
person public attendance is subject to the capacity limits of the Cuyama Elementary Board Room. 

Participation by computer available by clicking the following Microsoft Teams link:  

CBWD Jan Teams Link 

Or, participation can be done by telephone using the following instructions: 

Call (559) 512-2821, PIN 543 727 190 then # 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Roll Call 
 

4. Self-Introductions 
 

5. Public Comment—This portion of the meeting is set aside to provide the public an 
opportunity to bring to the attention of the Board members matters within the 
jurisdiction of the Board and which are not on today’s agenda.  No action will be taken on 
any matter discussed during this portion of the meeting.  The total time allotted for this 
portion of the meeting may be limited and to no more than 5 minutes for each speaker. 

 

6. Minutes 
a. November 28, 2023 Board Meeting Minutes – Board Approval Needed 

 

7. Financial Report 
a. YTD Financial Report and Accounts Payable – Board Approval Needed 
b. Assessments Status Report 
c. Discuss Draft 2024 Budget and Draft 2024 Assessment 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjJkMmM2NGUtY2U1MS00MzFiLTg1YjQtZDBiZGViM2U5MmQ1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a6cf659f-2360-4ff9-9e8d-045f48434ada%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224d01bf31-ee13-4342-a0df-4970477b613e%22%7d


 
 

 

 

8. Management/Administration 
a. Status Report 
b. Discussion and potential action on Reserve Policy 

 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
b. EKI Update on Technical Components 
c. Review potential CBGSA Agenda items and consider action providing any 

recommendations regarding agenda items. 
 

10. New Business—requests for items to be placed on next agenda 
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting date: February 28, 2024  
b. Future meetings: March 27, 2024 

April 24, 2024 
 

12. Closed Session 
Government Code Section 54956.9 Anticipated Litigation 
Number of Potential Cases: One 

 

13. Closed Session Item 
a. Report action taken in Closed Session required by Government Code Section 

54956.9 (d) (2) 
 

14. Adjournment 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990: Under this act, a qualifying person may request the District 
provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting 
of the District. Such assistance includes alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for 
any public meetings of the District. Requests for assistance shall be made in person, via telephone, or in 
written form to Matt Klinchuch at 661-616-5900, or mklinchuch@ppeng.com. Requests must be received 
at least 48 hours prior to a public meeting. 



  

Acronyms* 

AF ..................................................................................................................................................................... Acre-Feet 

BMP ..................................................................................................................................... Best Management Practice 

CBGSA .............................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

CBWD ................................................................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Water District 

CCSD ..................................................................................................................... Cuyama Community Services District 

CEQA ..................................................................................................................... California Environmental Quality Act 

CFS ................................................................................................................................................ cubic feet per second 

CVGB ........................................................................................................................ Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin 

DAC ............................................................................................................... Disadvantaged Community (80% CA MHI) 

DWR ............................................................................................................................ Department of Water Resources 

ET ...................................................................................................................................................... Evapotranspiration 

GSA ......................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

GSP ............................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

HCM ........................................................................................................................... Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 

ILRP ........................................................................................................................ Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

JPA .............................................................................................................................................. Joint Powers Authority 

LAFCo ....................................................................................................................Local Agency Formation Commission 

MOU ........................................................................................................................... Memorandum of Understanding 

PSP .................................................................................................................................. Proposed Solicitation Package 

SBCWA .................................................................................................................. Santa Barbara County Water Agency 

SDAC .............................................................................................. Severely Disadvantaged Community (60% CA MHI) 

SGMA ............................................................................................ Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 

SWRCB  ............................................................................................................... State Water Resources Control Board 

USGS ............................................................................................................................ United States Geological Survey 

 

 

*More to be added as necessary 



 

1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the 

Cuyama Basin Water District 

Tuesday, November 28, 2023, at 3:30p.m.  
 

NOTE: Board & Public Participation In-Person & Teleconference 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Derek Yurosek, President (remote) 
Byron Albano, Vice-President (remote) 
Rick Burnes, Treasurer 
Matt Vickery 
Jane Wooster 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
None 
 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Matt Klinchuch, CBWD GM 
Brad DeBranch, CBWD Secretary (phone) 
Jeff Shaw, EKI (Phone) 
Karthik Ramesh, EKI (Phone) 
Danhira Millan – Auditor (phone) 
Dan Clifford (Phone) 
Dan Wilke (Phone) 
Elizabeth B (phone) 
 

1. Call to Order – Director Burnes called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Completed 
 

3. Roll Call – Present: Directors Burnes, Vickery and Wooster present in-person. Directors 
Albano and Yurosek present remotely. Board quorum present.  

 

4. Self-Introductions – All members of the public were introduced.  
 

5. Public Comment – No public comment received.  
 

6. Minutes  
a. A motion was made by Director Wooster and seconded by Director Vickery to 

approve the September 27, 2023, Regular Meeting Minutes. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 

 

7. Financial Report  
a. YTD Financial Report & Accounts Payable – An overview of the current financial 

report and accounts payable was provided by the General Manager. A motion was 
made by Director Wooster and seconded by Director Vickery to accept and pay 
the current Accounts Payable.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

b. Assessments Status Report – CBWD has received approximately 96% of landowner 
assessments for 2023. General Manager to continue follow up with largest 
outstanding landowners.  
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8. Management/Administration  
a. Status Report – General Manager provided brief discussion of upcoming meeting 

schedule around the holidays. 
b. Review and Accept FY 2022 Audit – Danhira Millan with Barbich Hooper King made 

a presentation to the Board on the Audit Report for FY 2022. A motion was made 
by Director Yurosek and seconded by Director Vickery to accept the FY 2022 Audit 
Report. The motion was unanimously carried.  

 
9. New Business – No new business items discussed.  

 
10.  Announcements 

a. Next meeting:   Scheduled for January 8, 2024 at 4:00pm 
 

11. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Director Burnes at 4:03 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Brad DeBranch, Secretary  
Cuyama Basin Water District  



Cuyama Basin Water District - 2023 Income, Expenses, & Budget Performance (As of 1/2/2024)

CATEGORY CODE DESCRIPTION January February March April May June July August September October November December Total Budget
Budget 

Remaining
% of Budget

Income

1000 2022 District Assessment             2,345.22                         -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -            169,721.95        175,620.00             5,898.05 97%

2023 District Assessment                         -                           -                           -          120,507.21            22,317.65                  244.16               4,267.05             5,254.80             7,628.61             7,484.83                         -                          -            167,704.31        174,559.60             6,855.29 95%

1100 Interest - Savings/Money Market/Etc.             1,021.51                914.37             1,006.11                712.28                  241.88                           -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                3,896.15          10,800.00             6,903.85 36%

2000 Miscellaneous Payments

Santa Barbara Co. Tax Bill (2021 Assessment)                         -                           -                           -               1,790.32                      0.95                  131.56                           -                           -                           -                  596.34                         -                          -                5,181.27             5,023.56              (157.71) 103%

Santa Barbara Co. Tax Bill (2022 Assessment)                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -              2,442.70              2,442.70             5,676.78             3,234.08 43%

San Luis Obispo Co. Tax Bill (2021 Assessment)                286.67                         -                           -                           -                    169.68                    37.20                    61.96                         -                           -                           -                           -                          -                    555.51                554.60                   (0.91) 100%

San Luis Obispo Co. Tax Bill (2022 Assessment)                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                 117.53                  117.53                554.60                437.07 21%

Ventura Co. Tax Bill (2021 Assessment)                         -                           -                           -                    74.17                           -                             -                      52.17                         -                           -                           -                           -                          -                    126.34                160.38                  34.04 79%

Ventura Co. Tax Bill (2022 Assessment)                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                             -                    49.40                  49.40 0%

Total Income 3,653.40           914.37              1,006.11           123,083.98      22,730.16          412.92                4,381.18             5,254.80           7,628.61           8,081.17           -                     2,560.23          180,023.81        372,998.92      17,355.11         48%

Expense

3000 Manager - General District             1,370.50             2,384.86             5,955.40             4,360.32               3,428.58               1,531.50               3,660.96             2,659.96             1,922.16             4,090.86             2,678.96                        -              34,044.06          41,000.00             6,955.94 83%

3100 Accounting & Auditing Services                         -                           -                           -                  620.00                           -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                    620.00             6,000.00             5,380.00 10%

3200 Bank Service Charges                         -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                             -                           -                           -   0%

3300 Insurance                         -               8,040.00                         -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                8,040.00             8,600.00                560.00 93%

3400 Legal Services                588.00             2,994.63             7,404.08             3,975.88               5,808.58                  845.00               2,779.38             2,174.68             3,106.63                337.36                108.80                        -              30,123.02          55,000.00          24,876.98 55%

4000 Manager - SGMA Activities             1,780.00             2,670.00             5,429.00             3,439.89               2,976.00               1,116.00               3,814.16             2,511.00             2,790.00             2,106.00             2,724.00                        -              31,356.05          74,000.00          42,643.95 42%

5000 Data Collection                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                             -            25,000.00          25,000.00 0%

6000 Technical Studies                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                             -                           -                           -   #DIV/0!

7000 Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                          -                             -                           -                           -   #DIV/0!

8000 Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Implementation                         -                           -             23,941.06                         -                             -                             -               86,885.59                         -                           -                           -             81,165.33                        -            199,871.58        240,500.00          40,628.42 83%

9000 Miscellaneous Expenses                         -                           -                           -                           -                             -                             -                             -                           -                           -                           -                           -                 192.00                  192.00          15,500.00          15,308.00 1%

Total Expenses 3,738.50           16,089.49         42,729.54         12,396.09         12,213.16          3,492.50             97,140.09           7,345.64           7,818.79           6,534.22           86,677.09         192.00             304,246.71        465,600.00             161,353.29 65%

Net Income                (85.10)         (15,175.12)         (41,723.43)        110,687.89            10,517.00             (3,079.58)           (92,758.91)           (2,090.84)              (190.18)             1,546.95         (86,677.09)            2,368.23        (124,222.90)         (92,601.08)

Monthly TriCounties Bank Balance (month end) 1,191,955.03   1,192,869.40   1,178,440.47   318,119.45      285,644.59        250,000.00        150,000.00        150,000.00      150,000.00      150,000.00      150,000.00      150,000.00      

ICS Sweep Account 976,100.09      978,174.76        1,008,343.18     1,103,392.39     1,111,993.70   1,014,915.56   1,025,732.66   1,028,687.47   938,512.95      

Total Banking Balances 1,294,219.54   1,263,819.35     1,258,343.18     1,253,392.39     1,261,993.70   1,164,915.56   1,175,732.66   1,178,687.47   1,088,512.95  

G:\Cuyama Basin WD-2620\District Files\200 - Financial\Budgets\2024-0108 P&L.xlsx 1/3/2024
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Cuyama Basin Water District - YTD Budget Variance Report (As of 1/2/2024)

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION 2023 Budget Actual (YTD)
Budget 

Variance

Income
2023 District Acreage Assessment $175,620 $167,704 -$7,916
Interest Earnings - Savings/Money Market/Etc. $10,800 $3,896 -$6,904
Miscellaneous Member Payments $12,019 $8,423 -$3,596
Total Income $198,439.32 $180,023.81 -$18,415.51

Expense
Manager - General District $41,000          34,044.06 -$6,956
Accounting & Auditing Services $6,000               620.00 -$5,380
Bank Service Charges $0                         -   $0
Insurance $8,600            8,040.00 -$560
Legal Services $55,000          30,123.02 -$24,877
Manager - SGMA Activities $74,000          31,356.05 -$42,644
Data Collection $25,000                         -   -$25,000
Technical Studies $0                         -   $0
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development $0                         -   $0
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Implementation $240,500       199,871.58 -$40,628
Miscellaneous Expenses $15,500               192.00 -$15,308
Total Expenses $465,600.00 $304,246.71 -$161,353.29

Net Income -$267,160.68 -$124,222.90 $142,937.78

1/3/2024G:\Cuyama Basin WD-2620\District Files\200 - Financial\Budgets\2024-0108 P&L.xlsx



Num Date Name

1230 12/5/2023 Young-Wooldridge 2003562 - Valley Repub

3400 Legal -$108.80
TOTAL -$108.80

1231 12/8/2023 Santa Barbara LAFCo 2003562 - Valley Repub

9000 Miscellaneous -$192.00
TOTAL -$192.00

1232 12/22/2023 Provost & Pritchard Cons 2003562 - Valley Repub

3000 Manager - Gener -$2,678.96
4000 Manager - SGMA -$2,724.00

TOTAL -$5,402.96

Cuyama Basin Water District
Accounts Payable - Ready for Approval

January 2024

Paid AmountAccount
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Privileged and Confidential Attorney-Client Communications

CONFIDENTIAL

November 30, 2023

Client ID 20308 SKK

Statement for period through November 30, 2023

Summary by Matter

Matter Description Total Due

1 ACCOUNTING AND AUDIT $0.00 $0.00 $104.00 $104.00

4 $2,405.00 -$2,405.00 $0.00$0.00

34 $975.00 -$975.00 $0.00 $0.00

100 COSTS $103.89 -$103.99 $4.90 $4.80

PRIOR STATEMENT BALANCE $3,483.89

TOTAL PAYMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS -$3,483.99

CURRENT CHARGES $108.90

PAY THIS AMOUNT $108.80

Any Payments Received After 11/30/23 Will Appear on Your Next Statement

Visa, MasterCard and Discover accepted

A FINANCE CHARGE OF 1 .5% WILL SE ADDED TO YOUR BALANCE 3D DAYS AFTER STATEMENT DATE

YOUNG WOOLDRIDGE

I.D. #95-3498027

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT
MATT KLINCHUCH, PC

MANAGER- ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

1800 30TH STREET, SUITE 280
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301

BOARD MEETINGS AND

MATTERS (INCL. BROWN
ACT)

GROUNDWATER

MANAGEMENT PLAN

Prior

Balance

Payments &

Adjustments

Current

Charges

THE LAW OFFICES DF

I®YoungWooldridge
A Limited Liability Partnership • est. 1939

1 3OTH STREET, FOURTH FLOOR

Bakersfield . CA. 9330 1

http://www.ydungwccldridge.cdm

Email: accdunting@ydungwddldridge.ddm

Phone: (661) 327-9661

Facsimile: (661) 327-1D87

PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER DATE OF STATEMENT

WILL APPEAR ON YOUR NEXT STATEMENT
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Distribution of LAFCO Budget for Fiscal Year 2023-2024

Invoice Date:

LAFCO
Santa Barbara Local Agency Formation Commission

105 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara CA 93101

805/568-3391  FAX 805/647-7647
www.sblafco.org  *  lafco@sblafco.org

July 21, 2023

$2,000Interest Income

Charges For Services

Other Miscellaneous Revenue

Sources

Salaries and Benefits

Contractual Services (staff)

Professional and Special Services

Other Services and Supplies

Uses

Net Operating Costs

18,000

11,000

32,722

411,716

50,000

109,520

571,236

$538,514

LAFCO Budget

Distribution Per GC 56381(b)(1)(A)

Districts

Cities

County

Total Distribution

$179,505

179,505

179,505

$538,514

Available Retained Earnings in Excess of Reserve 1,722

13,817,072City of Buellton

City of Carpinteria

City of Goleta

City of Guadalupe

City of Lompoc

City of Santa Barbara

City of Santa Maria

City of Solvang

Cities Total

18,372,852

49,057,472

13,922,911

148,299,764

418,514,195

250,614,364

18,099,205

Cities (GC56381(b)(1)(B)): Revenue Percent Cost

930,697,835

1.4846%

1.9741%

5.2710%

1.4960%

15.9343%

44.9678%

26.9276%

1.9447%

100.0000%

$2,665

3,544

9,462

2,685

28,603

80,719

48,336

3,491

$179,505
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225,360Cachuma Resource Conservation District

Carpinteria Cemetery District

Carpinteria Sanitary District

Carpinteria Valley Water District

Carpinteria‐Summerland Fire Protection District

Casmalia Community Services District

Cuyama Community Services District

Cuyama Valley Recreation  Park District

Embarcadero Municipal Improvement District

534,227

6,659,258

15,543,155

10,815,559

83,121

476,318

174,212

Special Districts (56381(b)1(C)): Revenue Percent Cost

446,818

0.1108% $199

Goleta Cemetery District

Goleta Sanitary District

Goleta Water District

Goleta West Sanitary District

Guadalupe Cemetery District

Isla Vista Recreation  Park District

Lompoc Cemetery District

Los Alamos Cemetery District

Los Alamos Community Services District

Mission Hills Community Services District

Montecito Fire Protection District

Montecito Sanitary District

Montecito Water District

Mosquito and Vector Management District

Oak Hill Cemetery District

Santa Barbara Metropolitan Transit District

Santa Maria Cemetery District

Santa Maria Public Airport District

Santa Maria Valley Water Conservation District

Santa Ynez Community Services District

Santa Ynez River Water Conservation Dist, No 1

Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District

Summerland Sanitary District

Vandenberg Village Community Services

Special Districts Total

1,030,406

13,320,055

41,685,845

8,959,649

277,680

1,522,981

920,279

25,984

1,477,485

2,852,169

18,884,899

7,457,404

24,591,141

1,250,247

555,950

9,995,427

2,670,772

5,341,257

899,160

1,537,092

13,249,123

954,888

203,473,811

0.2626%

3.2728%

7.6389%

5.3155%

0.0409%

0.2341%

0.0856%

0.2196%

0.5064%

6.5463%

20.4871%

0.1365%

0.7485%

0.4523%

0.0128%

0.7261%

1.4017%

9.2812%

3.6650%

12.0857%

0.6145%

0.2732%

4.9124%

1.3126%

2.6250%

0.4419%

0.7554%

6.5115%

0.4693%

0.6473%

2.2894%

100.0000%

471

5,875

13,712

9,541

73

420

154

394

909

11,751

36,775
7,904

245

1,344

812

23

1,303

2,516

16,660

6,579

21,694

1,103

490

8,818

2,356

4,712

793

1,356

11,688

842

1,162

4,110

$179,505

1,317,168

4,658,313

Lompoc Valley Medical Center 904,137 0.4444% 798

Isla Vista Community Services District 1,036,803

4.4033% 7,904

0.5096% 915

Cuyama Basin Water District 217,747

San Antonio Basin Water District 921,722 0.4530% 813

0.1070% 192
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Client Project #:

Project Name: 2023 CBWD-Manager

Cuyama Basin Water District
1800 30th Street, Suite 200
Bakersfield, CA  93301

December 22, 2023
Project: No: 02620-23-001
Invoice No: 106320

MAN:  Audit coordination and finalizing of FY 2022 Audit. Prepare and attend Nov. 28 District meeting. Reimbursables 
(mileage).  
SGMA: Call-in and participate in the Nov. 1 GSA meeting. Review GSA schedule. Coordinate for the GSA Tech forum. 
Prepare and attend Nov. 28 District Board meeting.   
Professional Services from November 01, 2023 to November 30, 2023
          Phase: MAN Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Senior Technician .50 130.00 65.00
Principal Engineer 11.00 227.00 2,497.00
Administrative Assistant .30 76.00 22.80

Totals 11.80 2,584.80
Total Labor 2,584.80

 Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 94.16
Total Reimbursables 94.16 94.16

           $2,678.96Total this Phase:

  Phase: SGMA SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 12.00 227.00 2,724.00

Totals 12.00 2,724.00
Total Labor 2,724.00

             $2,724.00Total this Phase:

         $5,402.96Total this Invoice

  

*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.
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Cuyama Basin Water District 2023 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (1/2/2024)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount Paid

CBWD 1 55.27 4/17/2023 55.27
CBWD 2 4,442.49 10/16/2023 4,442.49
CBWD 3 2,230.42 4/11/2023 2,230.42 Assessment Less than $15
CBWD 4 27,642.42 4/12/2023 27,642.42
CBWD 5 6.20
CBWD 6 32.80 4/17/2023 32.80
CBWD 7 4.94
CBWD 8 15.75 4/11/2023 15.75
CBWD 9 596.61 5/16/2023 596.61
CBWD 10 5.63
CBWD 11 10.10
CBWD 12 24,182.85 4/17/2023 24,182.85
CBWD 13 32,709.67 4/17/2023 32,709.67
CBWD 14 411.42
CBWD 15 195.00 4/7/2023 195.00
CBWD 16 32.80
CBWD 17 14,814.05 5/10/2023 14,814.05
CBWD 18 8.38
CBWD 19 306.95 4/17/2023 306.95
CBWD 21 33.04 4/21/2023 33.04
CBWD 23 8.52
CBWD 24 34.69
CBWD 25 186.21
CBWD 26 50.31
CBWD 28 404.48
CBWD 29 144.22 5/18/2023 144.22
CBWD 30 258.43 4/11/2023 258.43
CBWD 31 11.48
CBWD 32 16.40 4/17/2023 16.40
CBWD 33 8.20
CBWD 34 9,682.81 4/12/2023 9,682.81
CBWD 35 18.20
CBWD 36 1.96
CBWD 37 114.80 5/1/2023 114.80
CBWD 38 34.87 4/13/2023 34.87
CBWD 39 4.53 5/18/2023 4.53
CBWD 40 6.92
CBWD 42 262.40 5/8/2023 275.52
CBWD 43 0.98
CBWD 44 8.38
CBWD 45 16.24 4/13/2023 16.24
CBWD 47 899.76
CBWD 49 44.47 4/17/2023 44.47
CBWD 50 16.40
CBWD 51 29.38

UNIQUE_ID
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Cuyama Basin Water District 2023 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (1/2/2024)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 52 538.36
CBWD 54 32.80 4/11/2023 32.00
CBWD 55 295.20
CBWD 56 13.81
CBWD 57 97.32
CBWD 60 48.49 4/21/2023 48.49
CBWD 63 16.40 9/11/2023 16.40
CBWD 64 17.18 7/7/2023 17.18
CBWD 65 32.80 4/17/2023 32.80
CBWD 66 1,187.69 4/17/2023 1,187.69
CBWD 67 30.28
CBWD 68 98.40
CBWD 69 122.59 5/10/2023 122.59
CBWD 70 2.51
CBWD 71 4.57
CBWD 72 3.39
CBWD 73 3.24
CBWD 74 1,445.33 9/26/2023 1,445.33
CBWD 75 5.89 5/10/2023 5.89
CBWD 76 561.36 9/11/2023 561.36
CBWD 77 126.14 5/18/2023 126.14
CBWD 78 2,403.95 9/18/2023 2,403.95
CBWD 79 40.43 4/17/2023 40.43
CBWD 80 21.10 5/10/2023 21.10
CBWD 81 359.43 4/17/2023 359.43
CBWD 82 10.25
CBWD 83 16.29 4/11/2023 16.29
CBWD 84 4,021.85 8/4/2023 4,021.85
CBWD 85 49.20 10/4/2023 49.20
CBWD 86 6.35
CBWD 87 4.10 4/13/2023 4.10
CBWD 88 31.25
CBWD 90 0.83
CBWD 91 31.24
CBWD 92 40.92
CBWD 93 214.88 8/4/2023 214.88
CBWD 94 8.39
CBWD 95 63.08 4/13/2023 63.08
CBWD 98 10,603.33 4/12/2023 10,603.33
CBWD 99 2,682.44 10/12/2023 2,682.44
CBWD 100 8.32
CBWD 101 332.01 6/22/2023 332.01
CBWD 103 126.71 4/17/2023 126.71
CBWD 104 480.13 4/13/2023 480.13
CBWD 105 2.37



Cuyama Basin Water District 2023 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (1/2/2024)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 106 11.80 4/13/2023 11.80
CBWD 107 147.60 4/17/2023 147.60
CBWD 108 49.20 4/11/2023 49.20
CBWD 109 30.42 4/12/2023 30.42
CBWD 110 8.38
CBWD 111 2,028.06 9/25/2023 2,028.06
CBWD 112 395.79 9/25/2023 395.78
CBWD 113 118.81
CBWD 115 6.36 6/14/2023 6.36
CBWD 116 16.40
CBWD 117 2.24
CBWD 118 10.04
CBWD 119 16.40
CBWD 120 29.85 6/14/2023 29.85
CBWD 121 60.22
CBWD 122 4.10
CBWD 123 16.22
CBWD 124 20.36
CBWD 125 16.71 4/11/2023 16.71
CBWD 126 312.58
CBWD 127 0.93
CBWD 129 450.82 4/17/2023 450.82
CBWD 131 16.77 4/11/2023 16.77
CBWD 133 66.05 4/7/2023 66.05
CBWD 134 777.73 9/25/2023 777.73
CBWD 135 16.40 5/10/2023 16.40
CBWD 136 108.79 5/3/2023 41.00
CBWD 138 558.16 4/27/2023 558.16
CBWD 141 1.58
CBWD 142 196.14 4/17/2023 196.14
CBWD 143 128.21 6/14/2023 128.21
CBWD 144 64.78 4/11/2023 64.78
CBWD 146 87.17
CBWD 147 4,350.08 5/1/2023 4,350.08
CBWD 148 3,917.86 7/11/2023 3,917.86
CBWD 149 81.27 4/17/2023 81.27
CBWD 150 43.94 4/17/2023 43.94
CBWD 152 2.51 4/11/2023 2.51
CBWD 154 16.40 4/11/2023 16.40
CBWD 157 22.55 5/16/2023 22.55
CBWD 158 12.39
CBWD 159 32.80
CBWD 161 1,185.06 5/2/2023 1,185.06
CBWD 162 7.86
CBWD 163 3.69



Cuyama Basin Water District 2023 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (1/2/2024)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 164 1.10
CBWD 165 4.10
CBWD 166 135.88
CBWD 167 444.31 5/8/2023 444.31
CBWD 168 8.21 4/13/2023 8.21
CBWD 169 1,607.13 4/11/2023 1,607.13
CBWD 171 492.50 4/11/2023 492.50
CBWD 172 47.44
CBWD 173 1,573.51 8/16/2023 1,018.07
CBWD 174 139.16
CBWD 175 8.34
CBWD 176 2,022.18
CBWD 177 15.44 4/27/2023 15.44
CBWD 178 310.70 10/6/2023 310.70
CBWD 179 32.80 4/7/2023 32.80
CBWD 180 32.64
CBWD 181 7.25
CBWD 182 16.40 5/16/2023 16.40
CBWD 183 4.72
CBWD 184 79.74 5/22/2023 79.74
CBWD 185 9.66 4/27/2023 9.66
CBWD 186 16.40 5/3/2023 16.40
CBWD 187 16.40 4/7/2023 16.40
CBWD 188 41.00 4/17/2023 41.00
CBWD 189 8.20
CBWD 190 6,079.63 4/20/2023 6,079.63

Dollars Received 167,704.31
96%

Payments Received 85
74%



Cuyama Basin Water District 2023 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (1/2/2024)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 14 411.42
CBWD 28 404.48
CBWD 47 899.76
CBWD 52 538.36
CBWD 176 2,022.18

4,276.20 2% Total Budget



 

1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

 
 

To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   January 8, 2024 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7c: District 2024 Budget and Assessment 
 

Dear Directors: 

For discussion regarding the District’s 2024 Budget and corresponding Assessment to 
landowners, the following are items for awareness when considering different Budget and 
Assessment options: 

• Reductions to groundwater pumping began for the Central Management Area in 2023. 

• Maximum rates through the Proposition 218 have locked going forward (absent future 
Prop. 218 efforts). The maximum budget through the Prop. 218 is just over $525,000 with 
approximately $225,000 associated with District administration (management, legal, 
insurance, etc.) and the remaining $300,000 associated with GSP Implementation. This 
maximum corresponds to the rates: 

▪ $16.13 per irrigated acre  

▪ $0.45 per non-irrigated acre.  

• The District has an interest-bearing account that is currently earning 3.5%. 

 
The District has considered four different budget/assessment options in recent years.  

• Reduced District Admin: This option covers a portion of the administrative costs for the 
year. This has been the selection the past three years establishing rates of $5.00 per 
irrigated acre and $0.41 per non-irrigated acre. 

• Maximum Assessment: Assess the maximum allowable per the Prop. 218 with $16.13 per 
irrigated acre and $0.45 per non-irrigated acre to generate approximately $525,000. 

• Cover Foreseen Costs: This would assess to cover the current known costs the District. 2024 
Budgets for auditing, technical support, and management need to be developed. 

• Cover District Administration Only: This is an option that would only cover the 
administrative items to the maximum ($225,000) contemplated through the Prop 218. This 
option puts the Assessment at $6.55 per irrigated acre and $0.45 per non-irrigated acre to 
generate approximately $225,000. 

Staff Recommendation is to reestablish an Ad Hoc for further discussion ahead of February 
meeting. 
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1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

 

To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   January 8, 2024 
 
Subject: Agenda 8b – Continuing Reserve Policy Discussion 
 

Dear Directors: 

This memo is put together to support the continued discussion on developing a Reserve Policy.  

Per a prior conversation, attached to this memo is the District’s Assessment Policy developed in 
2018 that set for considerations for assessing related to the classifications of ‘Irrigated’ and ‘Non-
Irrigated’ acreage. 

 

Prior Reserve Policy Discussion/Information 

Staff evaluated other policies held by other water and irrigation districts in the area to 
understand if there was a common foundation for a Reserve Policy. This review found that 
policies established by other districts were unique to each situation and needs as evaluated by 
the Board. Several district reserve policies range in covering Operations & Maintenance, Capital 
Improvement Projects (CIP), water supply fees, and staff payroll/retirement funds. None of these 
items apply to the CBWD. 

Currently, the primary purpose of a CBWD Reserve Policy is to provide a target dollar amount in 
the bank that can facilitate annual assessment rate setting. A specific dollar amount or 
percentage has not been discussed in detail.  Below are some considerations for setting a specific 
dollar amount based on two years of expenses discussed at prior meetings. 

• Consideration should be made on the type(s) of expenses for two years. All expenses or 
basic District operation expenses. 

• If considering All expenses, two years of expenses would be in the $700,000 to $900,000 
range. The average annual expense for the District since its inception in 2017 is 
approximately $350,000. The budgeted expenses for 2023 were $465,000. It is estimated 
the actual year-end expenses will total closer to $340,000. 

• If considering Basic District operation expenses, two years of expenses would be in the 
$300,000 to $500,000 range. Covering management, legal, audit, and insurance has 
ranged from $150,000 to $225,000. In this scenario, the District would forgo some 
additional efforts in order to keep the District in operation. 
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Cuyama Basin Water District 

Policy Regarding Re-Assessment of Land Uses 

Background 

As authorized by the Water Code, the District first levied an assessment in 2017 to provide 

sufficient funds for its operations and to participate in the Cuyama Basin Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency (CBGSA) to implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 

(SGMA), and to support the District activities on behalf of its landowners with respect to 

implementation of SGMA.  The justification of and method for arriving at the assessment was 

documented in an Engineer’s Report dated March 2017, prepared by Provost and Pritchard 

Consulting Group, which was reviewed and approved by the District Board at its meeting of 

March 22, 2017.  The assessment then went through the process prescribed by Proposition 218 

(Article XIIID of the California Constitution), and was approved the District landowners 

following a Public Hearing on May 22, 2017, and thereafter was formally levied.  As required by 

Proposition 218 a formal notice was sent to every landowner identified by the Counties’ 

assessment rolls expected to be assessed, which notice identified each parcel and the proposed 

assessment for each. 

The Engineer’s Report provided for classification of land into categories of irrigation and non-

irrigation, noting that the Water Code specifically provided for such distinctions, and to reflect 

the differing benefits that lands in these two classifications receive as a result of operations of the 

District and to help funding compliance with SGMA.  In that regard the report stated “To 

determine the classification of irrigated or non-irrigated [lands], aerial imagery was reviewed for 

the past three years and was compared to the assessors property line parcels” (p. 20).  The Report 

then in its Appendix A provided a proposed Assessment Roll, identified lands that appeared to be 

irrigated any time the past three years to be designated as “irrigated,” recognizing that it is a 

normal practice for row crops to periodically fallow certain lands, although they continue to be 

actively farmed relying on use of groundwater. 

Through communications leading up to the May 22, 2017 hearing and at the hearing, certain 

changes were made to the preliminary Assessment Roll, and thereafter the Board finalized the 

2107 Assessment Roll and invoices were mailed out.  Approximately 100% of the 2017 

Assessment has been collected. 

The Engineers Report and the notice and ballot mailed to each landowner identified the 

maximum assessment rates for the next five years and thereafter, absent a further Proposition 

218 proceeding.  The Report also noted that that differences in water usage are anticipated to be 

addressed at least in part through a groundwater pumped charge that may be developed as part of 

the Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP), which is due to the State by January 31, 2020. 

Since the Assessment Roll was approved May 22, 2017, there have been minor changes 

reviewed and authorized by the Board, principally reflecting that parcel lines from the assessors’ 

maps used for purposed of determine what lands were irrigated do not always align with actual 

property lines. 



The Engineers Report further recognized that there may be changes in irrigated acreage and 

provided (i) if irrigated lands are added within the District, the Board would have the discretion 

to assess the newly irrigated lands, “in addition to the current assessment, previously levied 

assessments for SGMA activities. . .”, and (ii) if on the other hand lands are no longer to be 

irrigated the Board would have the discretion “under criteria it may develop” to reclassify such 

lands as non-irrigated (p. 19, sec 5.2.6).  The rationale expressed for assessing prior assessments 

was that newly irrigated lands should not get a “free ride” for the cost of prior SGMA 

compliance. 

The assessment process is only for purposes of raising necessary District funding, and is not 

intended to be determinative of how SGMA may be implemented or any future determination of 

water rights. 

Policy 

With the forgoing background and facts, the Board adopts the following general Policy, which 

may be amended from time to time, and may be applied differently if unique facts are presented.  

It is organized by different situations that have been encountered or may be encountered in the 

future: 

1.  Encroachments.  Where an operator or landowner is encroaching on a neighboring parcel 

(including if irrigating the parcel), the applicable landowner will nonetheless be assessed, 

and it is up to the landowner to evict the encroachment or enter some rental arrangement, 

if they wish to do so. 

2. Disparity between assessor maps and actual parcel boundaries.   As noted above there 

have been minor irrigated acreage as shown by aerial imagery being on the wrong parcels 

because the assessors’ maps (particularly in Ventura County) do not always line up 

perfectly with the actual property lines.  Upon providing appropriate documentation, the 

Board will authorize the adjustment to the appropriate parcel owner prospectively. 

3. New lands come into production.  If lands that are shown on the Assessment Roll as non-

irrigated commence to be irrigated, such lands will be reclassified as “irrigated”.  

Consistent with the Engineer’s Report, in addition to the current assessment, previously 

levied assessments for SGMA activities would also be levied.   

4. Lands fallowed.  If lands are temporarily fallowed, they will continue to be assessed, the 

same as the assessment was levied initially.  Only if there is clear evidence that the 

landowner wishes to permanently take such lands out of irrigated production would the 

Board consider changing the status to “non-irrigated” (see below).  To do otherwise 

would be inconsistent with how row crop lands are routinely fallowed and continue to 

pay the assessment. 

5. Lands permanently taken out of production.  As noted above if lands are no longer to be 

irrigated the Board would have the discretion to reclassify such lands as non-irrigated.  It 

shall be the policy of the Board to approve such a reclassification if it is clear that the 

landowner’s intention is for the lands to be out of production for at least for three years.  

If the lands are again irrigated, they will be reclassified as irrigated, and in addition to the 

current assessment, previously levied assessments during the interim period classified as 



non-irrigated would also be levied for SGMA activities.  An agreement would be entered 

into with the landowner documenting this understanding as a condition to reclassifying as 

non-irrigated. 

6. Change in ownership.  For lands which change ownership, the assessment will 

automatically and as a ministerial matter be transferred to the new owner by District staff.  

The assessment process establishes a lien on the land, so the assessment “runs with the 

land.” 

If a landowner wishes to make any changes in land classifications for the coming year it is 

requested that they notify the District no later than January 1st. 

 

5.23.18 Final 
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