
 

1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

AGENDA 

Regular Meeting of the 
Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, March 27, 2024 at 3:30 p.m. at  

Cuyama Elementary School Board Room 
2300 CA-166, New Cuyama, CA 93254 

Remote Location(s) 

7457 Stardust Court  

Kamas, UT 84036  
 

NOTE:  PARTICIPATION BY TELECONFERENCE 
The District will hold its regular Board of Directors meeting in-person and by teleconference.  The in-
person public attendance is subject to the capacity limits of the Cuyama Elementary Board Room. 

Participation by computer available by clicking the following Microsoft Teams link:  

CBWD March Teams Link 

Or, participation can be done by telephone using the following instructions: 

Call (559) 512-2821, PIN 543 727 190 then # 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Roll Call 
 

4. Self-Introductions 
 

5. Public Comment—This portion of the meeting is set aside to provide the public an 
opportunity to bring to the attention of the Board members matters within the 
jurisdiction of the Board and which are not on today’s agenda.  No action will be taken on 
any matter discussed during this portion of the meeting.  The total time allotted for this 
portion of the meeting may be limited and to no more than 5 minutes for each speaker. 

 

6. Minutes 
a. February 28, 2024 Board Meeting Minutes – Board Approval Needed 

 

7. Financial Report 
a. YTD Financial Report and Accounts Payable – Board Approval Needed 
b. Review 2024 Budget, District Roll, and Assessment – Board Approval Needed 
c. Review and potential action on Audit and Technical Support contracts – Board 

Approval Needed 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjJkMmM2NGUtY2U1MS00MzFiLTg1YjQtZDBiZGViM2U5MmQ1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a6cf659f-2360-4ff9-9e8d-045f48434ada%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224d01bf31-ee13-4342-a0df-4970477b613e%22%7d


 
 

 

 

8. Management/Administration 
a. Status Report 
b. Discussion and potential action on Reserve Policy 

 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
b. EKI Update on Technical Components 
c. Review potential CBGSA Agenda items and consider action providing any 

recommendations regarding agenda items. 
 

10. New Business—requests for items to be placed on next agenda 
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting date: April 24, 2024  
b. Future meetings: May 22, 2024 

June 26, 2024 
 

12. Closed Session 
Government Code Section 54956.9 Anticipated Litigation 
Number of Potential Cases: One 

 

13. Closed Session Item 
a. Report action taken in Closed Session required by Government Code Section 

54956.9 (d) (2) 
 

14. Adjournment 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990: Under this act, a qualifying person may request the District 
provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting 
of the District. Such assistance includes alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for 
any public meetings of the District. Requests for assistance shall be made in person, via telephone, or in 
written form to Matt Klinchuch at 661-616-5900, or mklinchuch@ppeng.com. Requests must be received 
at least 48 hours prior to a public meeting. 



  

Acronyms* 

AF ..................................................................................................................................................................... Acre-Feet 

BMP ..................................................................................................................................... Best Management Practice 

CBGSA .............................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

CBWD ................................................................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Water District 

CCSD ..................................................................................................................... Cuyama Community Services District 

CEQA ..................................................................................................................... California Environmental Quality Act 

CFS ................................................................................................................................................ cubic feet per second 

CVGB ........................................................................................................................ Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin 

DAC ............................................................................................................... Disadvantaged Community (80% CA MHI) 

DWR ............................................................................................................................ Department of Water Resources 

ET ...................................................................................................................................................... Evapotranspiration 

GSA ......................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

GSP ............................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

HCM ........................................................................................................................... Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 

ILRP ........................................................................................................................ Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

JPA .............................................................................................................................................. Joint Powers Authority 

LAFCo ....................................................................................................................Local Agency Formation Commission 

MOU ........................................................................................................................... Memorandum of Understanding 

PSP .................................................................................................................................. Proposed Solicitation Package 

SBCWA .................................................................................................................. Santa Barbara County Water Agency 

SDAC .............................................................................................. Severely Disadvantaged Community (60% CA MHI) 

SGMA ............................................................................................ Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 

SWRCB  ............................................................................................................... State Water Resources Control Board 

USGS ............................................................................................................................ United States Geological Survey 

 

 

*More to be added as necessary 



 

1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the 

Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, February 28, 2024, at 3:30p.m.  
 

NOTE: Board & Public Participation In-Person & Teleconference 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Derek Yurosek, President 
Byron Albano, Vice-President (remote) 
Rick Burnes, Treasurer 
Matt Vickery 
Jane Wooster 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
None 
 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Matt Klinchuch, CBWD GM 
Alan Doud, Legal Counsel (phone) 
Jeff Shaw, EKI (Phone) 
Karthik Ramesh, EKI (Phone) 
Dan Wilke (Phone) 
Elizabeth Balloue (phone) 
Brenton Kelly (phone) 
 

1. Call to Order – Director Yurosek called the meeting to order at 3:33 p.m. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Completed 
 

3. Roll Call – Present: Directors Burnes, Vickery, Wooster, Yurosek present in-person. 
Director Albano present remotely. Board quorum present.  

 

4. Self-Introductions – All members of the public were introduced.  
 

5. Public Comment – No public comment received.  
 

6. Minutes  
a. A motion was made by Director Wooster and seconded by Director Burnes to 

approve the January 8, 2024, Regular Meeting Minutes. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 

 

7. Financial Report  
a. YTD Financial Report & Accounts Payable – An overview of the current financial 

report and accounts payable was provided by the General Manager. A motion was 
made by Director Burnes and seconded by Director Vickery to accept and pay the 
current Accounts Payable.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

b. Assessments Status Report – CBWD has received approximately 96% of 2023 
assessments.  

c. Draft 2024 Budget/Assessment Discussion – The Board received a report from the 



 
 

 
Manager and Budget Ad Hoc (Directors Burnes & Vickery) regarding the 2024 
budgeting considerations. The staff recommended a deficit budget to draw down 
reserves and maintain the current assessment rates for 2024. 

d. Review and Potential Action on Audit and Technical Support Contracts – The Board 
reviewed the contracts and were in general acceptance of the proposals as 
presented. The Board intends to formally approve the contracts at the March 
meeting with the 2024 Budget adoption. 

 

8. Management/Administration  
a. Status Report – General Manager provided brief update on upcoming deadline for 

filing Form 700s for both the District and the Cuyama GSA by April 1, 2024. 
b. Appointment of Officers – A motion was made by Director Vickery and seconded 

by Director Wooster to keep the same officers for the 2024 year: Director Yurosek 
as President, Director Albano as Vice-President, and Director Burnes as Treasurer. 

c. Discussion on Reserve Policy – The Board tabled discussion on this item.  
 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on CBGSA – General Manager provided update on the latest activity 

proposed upcoming schedule for the GSA.   
b. Update on Technical Components by EKI – Jeff Shaw with EKI provided a general 

overview of the Water Year 2023 Annual Report, Basin Sustainable Yield, and 
potential Projects & Management Actions to be include in the 2025 GSP update.   

c. Review potential CBGSA Agenda items and consider action providing – The March 
6 GSA meeting agenda was reviewed by the Board.  

 

10. New Business – No new business items discussed.  
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting:   Scheduled for March 27, 2024 at 3:30pm 

 

12. Closed Session  
a. Government Code Section 54956.9 Anticipated Litigation 

Number of Potential Cases: One – The Board did not go into Closed Session.  
 

13. Closed Session Item  
a. Report action taken in Closed Session required by Government Code Section 

54956.9 (d) (2) –There was not a Closed Session.  
 

14. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Director Yurosek at 5:04 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 

Brad DeBranch, Secretary  
Cuyama Basin Water District  



Cuyama Basin Water District - 2023 Income, Expenses, & Budget Performance (As of 3/22/2024)

CATEGORY CODE DESCRIPTION 2023 Year End January February March April May June July August September October November December Total Budget
Budget 

Remaining
% of Budget

Income

1000 2022 District Assessment              2,345.22                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                 2,345.22        175,620.00        173,274.78 1%

2023 District Assessment          167,704.31                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -            167,704.31        174,559.60             6,855.29 95%

1100 Interest - Savings/Money Market/Etc.              3,896.15                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                 3,896.15           10,800.00             6,903.85 36%

2000 Miscellaneous Payments

Santa Barbara Co. Tax Bill (2021 Assessment)              5,181.27                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                 5,181.27             5,023.56              (157.71) 103%

Santa Barbara Co. Tax Bill (2022 Assessment)              2,442.70                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                 2,442.70             5,676.78             3,234.08 43%

San Luis Obispo Co. Tax Bill (2021 Assessment)                  555.51                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                    555.51                554.60                   (0.91) 100%

San Luis Obispo Co. Tax Bill (2022 Assessment)                  117.53                169.21                          -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                    286.74                554.60                267.86 52%

Ventura Co. Tax Bill (2021 Assessment)                  126.34                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                    126.34                160.38                   34.04 79%

Ventura Co. Tax Bill (2022 Assessment)                           -                     49.28                          -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                      49.28                   49.40                     0.12 100%

Total Income 182,369.03        218.49              -                     -                     -                     -                       -                       -                       -                     -                     -                     -                     -                    180,242.30        372,998.92      17,136.62         48%

Expense

3000 Manager - General District            34,838.56             2,115.90             3,348.12                          -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -              40,302.58           41,000.00                697.42 98%

3100 Accounting & Auditing Services              7,190.00                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                 7,190.00             6,000.00           (1,190.00) 120%

3200 Bank Service Charges                           -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                             -                            -                            -   0%

3300 Insurance              8,040.00                250.00             8,966.00                          -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -              17,256.00             8,600.00           (8,656.00) 201%

3400 Legal Services            30,123.02             1,810.40                690.00                          -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -              32,623.42           55,000.00           22,376.58 59%

4000 Manager - SGMA Activities            33,058.55             4,320.00             3,096.31                          -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -              40,474.86           74,000.00           33,525.14 55%

5000 Data Collection                           -                            -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                             -             25,000.00           25,000.00 0%

6000 Technical Studies                           -                            -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                             -                            -                            -   #DIV/0!

7000 Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development                           -                            -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                             -                            -                            -   #DIV/0!

8000 Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Implementation          220,811.38                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -            220,811.38        240,500.00           19,688.62 92%

9000 Miscellaneous Expenses                  192.00                          -                            -                            -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -                    192.00           15,500.00           15,308.00 1%

Total Expenses 334,253.51        8,496.30           16,100.43         -                     -                     -                       -                       -                       -                     -                     -                     -                     -                    358,850.24        465,600.00             106,749.76 77%

Net Income        (151,884.48)           (8,277.81)         (16,100.43)                          -                            -                             -                             -                              -                            -                            -                            -                            -                           -          (178,607.94)         (92,601.08)

Monthly TriCounties Bank Balance (month end) 150,000.00        150,000.00      150,000.00      -                     -                     -                       -                       -                       -                     -                     -                     -                     -                    

ICS Sweep Account 938,512.95        936,006.98      938,420.86      -                     -                     -                       -                       -                       -                     -                     -                     -                     -                    

Total Banking Balances 1,088,512.95    1,086,006.98   1,088,420.86   -                     -                     -                       -                       -                       -                     -                     -                     -                     -                    

G:\Cuyama Basin WD-2620\District Files\200 - Financial\Budgets\2024-0327 P&L.xlsx 3/22/2024



Cuyama Basin Water District - YTD Budget Variance Report (As of 3/22/2024)

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION 2023 Budget Actual (YTD)
Budget 

Variance

Income
2023 District Acreage Assessment $175,620 $167,704 -$7,916
Interest Earnings - Savings/Money Market/Etc. $10,800 $3,896 -$6,904
Miscellaneous Member Payments $12,019 $8,642 -$3,377
Total Income $198,439.32 $180,242.30 -$18,197.02

Expense
Manager - General District $41,000          40,302.58 -$697
Accounting & Auditing Services $6,000            7,190.00 $1,190
Bank Service Charges $0                         -   $0
Insurance $8,600          17,256.00 $8,656
Legal Services $55,000          32,623.42 -$22,377
Manager - SGMA Activities $74,000          40,474.86 -$33,525
Data Collection $25,000                         -   -$25,000
Technical Studies $0                         -   $0
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development $0                         -   $0
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Implementation $240,500       220,811.38 -$19,689
Miscellaneous Expenses $15,500               192.00 -$15,308
Total Expenses $465,600.00 $358,850.24 -$106,749.76

Net Income -$267,160.68 -$178,607.94 $88,552.74

3/22/2024G:\Cuyama Basin WD-2620\District Files\200 - Financial\Budgets\2024-0327 P&L.xlsx



Num Date Name

1238 3/5/2024 Young-Wooldridge 2003562 - Valley Repub

3400 Legal -$690.00
TOTAL -$690.00

1239 3/12/2024 Cal Mutuals JPRIMA 2003562 - Valley Repub

3300 Insurance -$8,966.00
TOTAL -$8,966.00

1240 3/19/2024 Provost & Pritchard Cons 2003562 - Valley Repub

3000 Manager - Gener -$3,348.12
4000 Manager - SGMA -$3,096.31

TOTAL -$6,444.43

Cuyama Basin Water District
Accounts Payable - Ready for Approval

March 2024

Paid AmountAccount



Privileged and Confidential Attorney-Client Communications

CONFIDENTIAL

February 29, 2024

Client ID 20308 AFD

Statement for period through February 29, 2024

Summary by Matter

Matter Total Due

4 $1,722.50 -$1,722.50 $682.50 $682.50

100 $87.90 -$87.90 $7.50 $7.50

PRIOR STATEMENT BALANCE $1,810.40

TOTAL PAYMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS -$1,810.40

CURRENT CHARGES $690.00

PAY THIS AMOUNT $690.00

Any Payments Received After 02/29/24 Will Appear on Your Next Statement

Visa, MasterCard and Discover accepted

A FINANCE CHARGE OF 1 .5% WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BALANCE 30 DAYS AFTER STATEMENT DATE

Young Wooldridge

I.D. #95-349BD27

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

MATT KLINCHUCH, PC

MANAGER- ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

1800 30TH STREET, SUITE 280

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301

Description

BOARD MEETINGS AND

MATTERS (INCL. BROWN

ACT)

COSTS

Prior

Balance
Payments &

Adjustments

Current

Charges

PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER DATE OF STATEMENT

WILL APPEAR ON YOUR NEXT STATEMENT

THE LAW OFFICES DF

YoungWooldridge
A Limited Liability Partnership • Est. 1939

1 3Dth Street, Fourth Floor

Bakersfield . CA. 9330 1

http://www.youngwddldridge.com

Email: accounting@ydungwodldridge.com

Phone: (661) 327-9661

Facsimile: (66 1) 327-1OB7





Client Project #:

Project Name: 2023 CBWD-Manager

Cuyama Basin Water District
1800 30th Street, Suite 200
Bakersfield, CA  93301

March 19, 2024
Project: No: 02620-23-001
Invoice No: 108328

MAN:  Updates to website. Reviewing and updating 2024 roll. 2024 budget evaluation. Prepare and attend Feb. 28 
CBWD Board meeting. Reimbursables (mileage).  
SGMA: GSA meeting coordination. Participate in Feb. 15 Tech forum. Prepare and attend Feb 28 CBWD Board meeting. 
Reimbursables (mileage). 
Professional Services from February 01, 2024 to February 29, 2024
          Phase: MAN Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Senior Technician .70 138.00 96.60
Assistant Specialist 4.60 110.00 506.00
Senior Specialist 1.30 185.00 240.50
Principal Engineer 9.50 240.00 2,280.00
Administrative Assistant .40 81.00 32.40

Totals 16.50 3,155.50
Total Labor 3,155.50

 Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 192.62
Total Reimbursables 192.62 192.62

           $3,348.12Total this Phase:

  Phase: SGMA SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 12.50 240.00 3,000.00

Totals 12.50 3,000.00
Total Labor 3,000.00

 Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 96.31
Total Reimbursables 96.31 96.31

           $3,096.31Total this Phase:

         $6,444.43Total this Invoice

  

*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.
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To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   March 27, 2024 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7b: District 2024 Budget and Assessment 
 

Dear Directors: 

Additional information for supporting discussion regarding the District’s 2024 Budget and 
corresponding Assessment to landowners: 

Historic and guiding information 

• Reductions to groundwater pumping began for the Central Management Area in 2023. 

• Maximum rates through the Proposition 218 have locked going forward (absent future 
Prop. 218 efforts). The maximum budget through the Prop. 218 is just over $525,000 with 
approximately $225,000 associated with District administration (management, legal, 
insurance, etc.) and the remaining $300,000 associated with GSP Implementation. This 
maximum corresponds to the rates: 

▪ $16.13 per irrigated acre  

▪ $0.45 per non-irrigated acre.  

• The District has an interest-bearing account that is currently earning 3.5%. 

The District established an Ad Hoc at the January meeting consisting of Directors Burnes and 
Vickery. During a meeting of the Ad Hoc, general discussion points focused on the following: 

• Position at 2023 Year End: The Ad Hoc was interested in the District’s year-end position for 
2023 and how much of the reserve was reduced.  

• The estimated year-end is approximately $1.05 Million for 2023 compared to 
approximately $1.20 Million for 2022, a reduction of approximately $150,000. 

• The reserve was reduced approximately $150,000 compared to the budgeted 
$267,000 through the 2023 budget. 

• Expense expectation for 2024: The Ad Hoc then discussed what is expected this next year.  

• Management expenses are anticipated to remain relatively stable with some 
increases expected for insurance premiums and fees to perform the audit. 

• Technical assistance is anticipated to remain higher in 2024 due to the on-going 
groundwater model updates in 2024. 



 
 

 

• Forward Projection: The Ad Hoc discussed ways to estimate and evaluate a forward 
looking cashflow projection. 

• This discussion again highlighted the need for a target through a reserve policy. 

• The Manager shared a rough estimate for projecting forward using a rolling 5-year 
average of expenses. The 5-year was used to roughly align with the periodic 5-year 
updates to GSPs and assumed updates to the groundwater model. This also 
assumed that the current irrigated and non-irrigated acres remained the same. 

• The projected forecasts with an example $500,000 reserve target (reduction of 
current reserve by approximately 50%) estimated a gradual taper to the $500,000 
reserve over the next 7-8 years and had gradual $0.50 per acre increase to the 
Irrigated Acre rate starting in 2026. 

Staff and Ad hoc recommendation is to remain at the same assessment rate for 2024. It appears 
consideration for assessment increases do not need to be considered until 2026 and beyond. A 
preliminary 2024 budget is included with this memo. 



Cuyama Basin Water District - Income, Expenses Budget Comparison
Staff Recommendation

CATEGORY CODE DESCRIPTION 2024 Budget
Difference from 

2023 Budget

Expense
3000 Manager - General District       40,000.00 (1,000.00)            
3100 Accounting & Auditing Services         7,350.00 1,350.00             
3200 Bank Service Charges                     -   -                       
3300 Insurance         9,216.00 616.00                 
3400 Legal Services       55,000.00 -                       
4000 Manager - SGMA Activities       60,000.00 (14,000.00)          
5000 Data Collection       15,000.00 (10,000.00)          
6000 Technical Studies                     -   -                       
7000 Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Development                     -   -                       
8000 Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Implementation     190,000.00 (50,500.00)          
9000 Miscellaneous Expenses       10,000.00 (5,500.00)            

Total Expenses     386,566.00 (79,034.00)          

Revenue     200,000.00 

Net Income   (186,566.00)



 
 

1 

RESOLUTION OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  

THE CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEVY               ) 

AND COLLECTION OF 2024                            ) 

ASSESSMENT                                                                       ) 

                     )  RESOLUTION NO.  2024-001 

                                                                               ) 

                                                                               ) 

 

WHEREAS, as authorized by Water Code Section 36550 et seq. and pursuant to Proposition 218 

(Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution), this Board has determined that it is necessary to 

adopt an assessment to cover certain of the District’s estimated costs in order to confer special benefits to 

the assessed property; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2017, this Board of Directors passed and adopted a Resolution that, among 

other things, (1) outlined procedures to be used in an assessment ballot proceeding for adopting the proposed 

Assessment, (2) adopted the Engineer’s Report and called for an assessment ballot proceeding, (3) 

scheduled the Assessment hearing, and (4) directed district personnel to prepare and send notices and ballots 

for the proceeding; and 

  

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said Resolution, this Board received an Engineer’s Report, entitled 

“Engineer’s Report for Cuyama Basin WD: Proposition 218 Procedures for Benefit Assessment” prepared 

for the District in compliance with Proposition 218 by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, which 

includes a detailed roll of the parcels within the District that would be subject to the proposed assessment 

for the upcoming five years from the Proposition 218 election (2017 through 2021); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report identified the District’s anticipated costs and required revenues; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended that the District levy a proposed assessment 

(“Assessment”) for the following five years,  made up of five components to fund the District’s operations, 

special activities to implement SGMA, analysis of the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin USGS report and 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP) support, development of a GSP, and implementation of said GSP; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended splitting lands within the District into Non-Irrigated 

Lands and Irrigated Lands as authorized by Water Code section 36579, with Non-Irrigated Lands being 

assessed only for District operations component of the Assessment and Irrigated Lands being assessed all 

components of the Assessment; and 

 

WHEREAS, Upon tabulating the votes at the conclusion of the assessment hearing conducted May 22, 

2017, the weighted ballots in favor of the proposed Assessment outweigh the weighted ballots in opposition, 

with the results being 2,795,984.11 votes in favor of the assessment and 170,395.45 votes in opposition; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, this Assessment Ballot Proceeding were carried out in accordance with the Board of 

Director’s March 22, 2017 Resolution, including a hearing conducted May 22, 2017; and 



 
 

2 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 53753 of the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act 

provides that any agency that complies with the notice, protest, and hearing requirements of that Act is not 

required to comply with any other statutory notice, protest, and hearing requirements, and accordingly, the 

proceedings conducted in 2017 for the following five years with respect to notice, protest, and hearing 

requirements have been conducted in accordance with the Omnibus Implementation Act, rather than the 

Water Code; and  

 

WHEREAS, as provided by Water Code Section 36578(d), the proposed Assessment having been 

levied under the alternate provisions of Section 36577 through 36579, the proceedings for carrying out the 

Assessment shall be carried out by the Board and the Secretary of the District, rather than the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CUYAMA BASIN WATER 

DISTRICT does hereby resolve, declare and order as follows:  

 

1) Proceedings to Levy and Collect 2024 Assessment. The following procedures shall be used by the 

District in levying and collecting the 2024 Assessment, as required by Division 13, Part 7 of the 

Water Code and Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution:  

 

A. 2024 Assessment: The Board determines that an amount less than maximum amount of the 

Assessment authorized by the Assessment Ballot Proceedings for 2024 shall be levied, that 

being $0.41 per acre for Non-Irrigated lands and $ 5.00 per acre for Irrigated lands. 

 

B. Assessment Book.  The Secretary has cause to be prepared an integrated version of the roll 

and Assessment Book (the “Integrated Roll”).  As provided by Water Code 36725, within 10 

days, the President and Secretary shall sign duplicate copies of the following documents, 

which shall be attached to the last volume of each part of the Assessment Book: 

1. A list of all parcels of land subject to the Assessment, that being the Integrated Roll. 

The list shall specify within each parcel the number of acres of Irrigated Land and 

the number of acres of Non-Irrigated Land;  

2. The order of the Board of Directors fixing the assessment, that being a copy of this 

Resolution; and  

3. The annual estimate of the board of directors, that being the District 2024 Budget.  

 

C. Charging the Assessment: Within 10 days after the obligations in the previous paragraph 

are completed, the Assessor and Tax Collector (since the offices of Treasurer, Assessor and 

Tax Collector have been combined as authorized by Water Code Section 34711) shall 

compute and charge in the Assessment Book the assessment due on each parcel, and file the 

Assessment Book, that being the Integrated Roll which identifies by landowner and parcels 

of each landowner the acreage subject to the Assessment and the amount of the Assessment 

levied with respect to each parcel. Once the Assessment Book has been filed, the 

Assessments listed shall be due and payable to the Tax Collector of the District. 

 

D. Lien.  Pursuant to Water Code Section 36825 upon filing the Assessment Book with the Tax 

Collector the assessment and any penalties for delinquencies shall constituent a lien on the 

lands the subject of the Assessment. 

 

E. Notice of Assessment.  Within 10 days of the Assessment being due and payable the 

Assessor shall publish notice in the principle county a notice as specified by Water Code 
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Section 36826, including the date the Assessment are due and payable, the time when 

Assessments are delinquent, which is six months from when they become due as provided 

by Water Code Section 36950, and that a delinquency penalty of 5 percent of the amount 

delinquent will be applicable. 

 

2. Other Matters.  The District’s staff and officers are authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to collect the assessments consist with applicable law. 

 

 

All the foregoing being on motion of Director Burnes seconded by Director Vickery and authorized by the 

following vote, to wit: 

 

AYES:    

 

NOES:   

 

ABSTAIN:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as duly passed 

and adopted by said Board of Directors on March 27, 2024. 

 

WITNESS my hand of said Board of Directors, March 27, 2024. 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

   Brad DeBranch  

 Secretary of the Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:   None 



 

1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

April #, 2024 
 
RE: Cuyama Basin Water District 2024 Assessment 
 
Dear Landowner: 

Enclosed you will find the 2024 Assessment Statement from the Cuyama Basin Water District 
(hereafter referred to as “the District”).  The District is composed of approximately 83,000 acres, 
including most of the irrigated lands in the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin with the primary 
purpose of providing local representation on behalf of the District’s landowners regarding 
implementation of the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA.  This law 
required that a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) be developed before January 31, 2020 
and that it provide for the groundwater basin being “sustainable” (generally meaning in a balanced 
condition over the long term) within 20 years. The District through partnership in a Groundwater 
Sustainable Agency (GSA) with the four counties (Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Ventura, and 
Kern) covering the Cuyama Valley Basin and the Cuyama Community Services District submitted 
a GSP ahead of the January deadline, and recently received an approval of this plan by the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  Implementation of the GSP has been on-
going since 2020 including activities such as monitoring and reporting and planning for upcoming 
pumping reductions. 

The District has and will continue to operate based upon assessments on parcels classified as 
either ‘Irrigated’ or ‘Non-Irrigated’ classifications as established through an Engineer’s Report 
develop through the 2017 Proposition 218 process. The Proposition 218 effort contemplated the 
5-year period spanning from 2017 through 2021, at which point the maximum assessment rates 
locked absent another vote.  Therefore, the corresponding maximum assessment could be $16.13 
per acre for Irrigated Lands, and $0.45 per acre for Non-Irrigated Lands. 

To date, the District’s expenditures have been lower than what was budgeted in the Engineer’s 
Report. Consequently, the Board of Directors is considering exercising its discretion to assess 
less than the maximum assessment rate for 2024.  The 2024 Assessment Rates are $#.## per 
acre for irrigated acres and $#.## per acre for non-irrigated acres.  As the enclosed Statement 
indicates, the assessment is due and payable as of April #, 2024, and payment is requested within 
sixty (60) days. If you have any questions regarding the specific information on the attached 
statement, please contact Matt Klinchuch at mklinchuch@ppeng.com, or (661) 616-5900. 

You are encouraged to continue to participate in the SGMA process with the District.  The District 
aims to act as the voice of its landowners and will need your input as the process moves forward. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Matt Klinchuch, PE 
General Manager-Assessor-Collector 



Total 
AcresParcel Number

Irrigated
Assessment

($xx.xx/acre)
Total 

Charges

John Doe

12345 N. Avenue Ave.

Some City, CA 12345

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

1800 30TH ST. STE 280

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301

Statement Number:

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020

Non Irrigated
Assessment

($x.xx/acre)
Irrigated 

Acres

Customer Number:

Non Irrigated
Acres

xxx-xxx-xxx 355.73 344.98 $x,xxx.xx 10.75 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx
xxx-xxx-xxx 191.28 176.55 $x,xxx.xx 14.73 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx
xxx-xxx-xxx 130.91 126.13 $x,xxx.xx 4.78 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx
xxx-xxx-xxx 170.96 163.06 $x,xxx.xx 7.90 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx

Totals: 848.88 $xx,xxx.xx
" Cut here and return lower portion with payment. "

Statement Number:

Assessed To:

John Doe
12345 N. Avenue Ave.

Some City, CA 12345

PLEASE CUT AND RETURN THIS 
STUB WITH YOUR REMITTANCE  

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

1800 30TH ST. STE 280

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301

Please make address and landowner corrections directly on this form.

Total Charges Due:

Penalty Date: After which a 5% penalty, and costs will be added.

$xx,xxx.xx

Due Date:

10/06/20

04/06/20, Payment requested within 60 days

Address Change:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Customer Number: 

AGENDA #7C

Mattk
Text Box
2024

Mattk
Text Box
04/##/24

Mattk
Text Box
10/##/24

Mattk
Rectangle


