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RICHARD G. ZIMMER, ESQ., SBN 107263 
WILLIAM T. ZIMMER, ESQ., SBN 318951 
ZIMMER & MELTON, LLP 
11601 Bolthouse Drive, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, CA  93311-8714 
Tel: (661) 463-6700   Fax: (661) 501-4221 
rzimmer@zimmermelton.com 
wzimmer@zimmermelton.com 
    Attorneys for Bolthouse Land Company, LLC 
    And Wm. Bolthouse Farms, Inc. 
 
ROBERT G. KUHS, ESQ., SBN 160291 
ANDREW K. SHEFFIELD, ESQ., SBN 220735 
LEBEAU-THELEN, LLP 
5001 East Commercenter Drive, Suite 300 
Post Office Box 12092 
Bakersfield, CA  93389-2092 
Tel: (661) 325-8962   Fax: (661) 325-1127 
rkuhs@lebeauthelen.com 
asheffield@lebeauthelen.com  
     Attorneys for Grimmway Enterprises, Inc, Diamond 
     Farming Company, Lapis Land Company, LLC,  
     Ruby Land Company, LLC 
 

 

 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
BOLTHOUSE LAND COMPANY, LLC, a 
California limited liability company; WM. 
BOLTHOUSE FARMS, INC., a Michigan 
corporation; 
 
and  
 
GRIMMWAY ENTERPRISES, INC., a Delaware 
corporation, DIAMOND FARMING 
COMPANY, a California corporation; LAPIS 
LAND COMPANY, LLC, a California limited 
liability company; RUBY PROPERTY 
HOLDINGS, LLC, a Delaware corporation;  
 
                                                        Plaintiffs, 
 
 vs. 
 
ALL PERSONS CLAIMING A RIGHT TO 

Case No.:  BCV-21-101927 
Complex Action 

 
[JOINT PROPOSED] ORDER ON INITIAL 
STATUS CONFERENCE AND PLAINTIFFS’ 
MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF NOTICE OF 
COMMENCEMENT AND FORM ANSWER 
 
DATE:  March 8, 2022 
TIME:  10:00 a.m. 
DEPT:  9 

 
Honorable Yvette M. Palazuelos 
Spring Street Courthouse - Dept. 9 
 
Action Filed: August 17, 2021 
Trial Date: None 

CASE MANAGEMENT
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EXTRACT OR STORE GROUNDWATER IN 
THE CUYAMA VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
BASIN (NO. 3-013); ALL PERSONS 
UNKNOWN, CLAIMING ANY LEGAL OR 
EQUITABLE RIGHT, TITLE, ESTATE, LIEN, 
OR INTEREST IN THE PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT ADVERSE 
TO PLAINTIFF’S TITLE, OR ANY CLOUD 
UPON PLAINTIFF’S TITLE THERETO; DOES 
1 THROUGH 5000 and THE PERSONS 
NAMED AS DEFENDANTS IDENTIFIED ON 
EXHIBIT D TO THIS COMPLAINT as may be 
amended from time to time, 
                                                Defendants. 

 

The Court’s Initial Status Conference and Plaintiffs’ Motion for Approval of the Notice of 

Commencement of Groundwater Basin Adjudication (“Notice”) and Form Answer to Adjudication 

Complaint (“Answer”) and Authorization of Service on Landowners (collectively “Motion”) was heard 

in Department 9 of the above-captioned Court on March 8, 2022, before the Honorable Yvette M. 

Palazuelos, Judge Presiding.  Plaintiffs Bolthouse Land Company, LLC and Wm. Bolthouse Farms, Inc. 

appeared through their attorney Richard G. Zimmer.  Plaintiffs Grimmway Enterprises, Inc., Diamond 

Farming Company, Lapis Land Company, LLC and Ruby Land Company, LLC appeared through their 

attorney Robert G. Kuhs.  Defendants Cuyama Community Services District and Highland Vineyards 

SB LLC appeared through their attorney Jeffrey Dunn.  Other appearances for Defendants were Ryan 

Zick for Sunridge Nurseries, Inc., Christopher Sanders, Stephanie Hastings, James Markman for Sunrise 

Ranch Properties, LLC, Callie Kim for the County of Santa Barbara, Daniel Root for Cuyama Dairy 

Land, LLC, Colin Pearce for Kern Ridge Growers and Bob Giragosian, and Eve McDonald appearing 

specially for the United States. 

 The Court has read and considered the Joint Status Conference Statement filed February 28, 2022, 

as well as the points and authorities and other documents and evidence supporting the Motion, no 

opposition having been filed.  The Court, after conferring with counsel in reference to the tentative 

rulings/order, and good cause appearing therefore, makes the following orders;   

/// 

/// 
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 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 1. The Tentative Ruling/Order dated March 7, 2022, is modified to reflect the initial 

disclosure deadline is changed from six months to three months.  The Court adopted its amended 

Rulings/Orders filed March 8, 2022, as the final Order of the Court. 

 2. Plaintiffs’ Motion for Approval of Notice of Commencement of Groundwater Basin 

Adjudication and form Answer to First Amended Adjudication Complaint is GRANTED. The Court 

approves the form Notice and Answer as compliant with Code of Civil Procedure section 836(a)(2)(A) 

and authorizes service of the Notice and Answer pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 836(c) et 

seq.  The Notice is modified as follows: 

“Within three six months of appearing in this action you must serve on all other 
parties, and the special master, if one is appointed, an initial disclosure that includes 
all of the information listed in Code of Civil Procedure section 842.” 
 

The Court permits any party to move for an extension beyond the three-month deadline stated in the 

Notice. 

 3. Plaintiffs shall serve the assessed owners and pumpers within the Basin boundaries as 

defined by Department of Water Resources, Bulletin 118 (attached to the First Amended Complaint), 

including service by publication pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 836(d)(1)(D), and Proof(s) 

of Service filed by June 8, 2022.   

 4. Responsive pleadings must be filed by July 15, 2022. 

 5. The discovery stay remains in effect except for the requirement to serve initial disclosures.  

 6. Consistent with Code of Civil Procedure section 839, service shall occur electronically.  

Within 10 days of entry of this order, all parties shall provide Plaintiffs’ counsel with a valid email address 

for receiving electronic service.  

 7. On or before March 18, 2022, the parties are ordered to file a [Joint Proposed] Initial Status 

Conference Order.  If no Order is filed an Order to Show Cause hearing will be set. 

 8. On March 25, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. in Department 9 of the Spring Street Courthouse, a Non-

Appearance Case Review re Filing of [Joint Proposed] Initial Status Conference Order is scheduled. 
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 9. On or before March 28, 2022, any party may file an Ex Parte Application Re: 

Appearance/Complex Fees. 

 10. On or before March 28, 2022, the parties must file a Joint Stipulation and [Proposed] Order 

Re: Selection of Electronic Service Provider confirming the proposed service provider is compatible with 

the Court’s case management system. 

 11. On April 4, 2022, at 8:30 a.m. in Department 9 of the Spring Street Courthouse a Non-

Appearance Case Review for filing of Ex Parte Application Re: Appearance/Complex Fees and Joint 

Stipulation and [Proposed] Order Re: Selection of Electronic Service Provider is scheduled.  If the Joint 

Stipulation is not filed an Order to Show Cause hearing will be set.  In the absence of an Electronic Service 

Provider, the Court will provide notice to Plaintiffs’ counsel of all its orders and Plaintiffs’ counsel must 

provide notice to all other counsel. 

 12. A Status Conference is scheduled for July 22, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. in Department 9 of the 

Spring Street Courthouse. 

 13. On or before July 15, 2022, the parties are ordered to file and serve a Joint Status Report, 

(not on Judicial Council Form CM-110) updating the Court on the status of service, responsive pleadings, 

initial disclosures, and the first phase of trial (Basin boundaries).  If a report is not filed and served by said 

date an Order to Show Cause hearing will be set. 

 
 
Dated: _______________ 

_______________________________________
    Hon. Yvette M. Palazuelos 

Judge of the Los Angeles County Superior Court 
 
 
  

Clerk to give notice to Plaintiff. Plaintiff to give notice to all other parties.
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
Kern County Superior Court Case No. BCV-21-101927 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF KERN 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the aforesaid county. I am over the 
age of eighteen years and not a party to the within action. My business address is 11601 Bolthouse 
Drive, Suite 100, Bakersfield, California 93311.  On March 17, 2022, I served the within [JOINT 
PROPOSED] ORDER ON INITIAL STATUS CONFERENCE AND PLAINTIFFS’ 
MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT AND FORM 
ANSWER on the interested parties in said action: 
 

(X) by placing ( ) the original (XX) a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope(s) 
addressed as follows: 
 

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 
 

 BY ELECTRONIC MAIL TO RECIPIENTS LISTED WITH EMAIL 
ADDRESSES: To the parties listed with Email Addresses I caused the said document(s) 
to be transmitted to the email address(es) of the addressee(s) designated. 

 BY MAIL TO ALL RECIPIENTS WITHOUT EMAIL ADDRESSES: By placing 
the document(s) listed above in a sealed envelope with postage thereon fully prepaid, in 
the United States mail at Bakersfield, California, addressed as set forth below. I am 
readily familiar with the firm’s practices of collection and processing of correspondence 
for mailing.  Under that practice, it would be deposited with the United States Postal 
Service on that same day with postage thereon fully prepaid in the ordinary course of 
business.  I am aware that on motion of the party served, service is presumed invalid if 
postal cancellation date or postage meter date is more than one day after date of deposit 
for mailing in affidavit. 

(XX) (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California 
that the above is true and correct, and that the foregoing was executed on March 17, 2022 in 
Bakersfield, California. 
 

   /s/  Diana Seibert 
  

       DIANA SEIBERT 
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SERVICE LIST 
 
Robert G. Kuhs 
Andrew K. Sheffield 
LEBEAU-THELEN, LLP 
5001 East Commercenter Drive, Suite 300 
Post Office Box 12092 
Bakersfield, CA  93389-2092 
Tel: (661) 325-8962   Fax: (661) 325-1127 
rkuhs@lebeauthelen.com 
asheffield@lebeauthelen.com 
 

Plaintiffs, Grimmway Enterprises, Inc., 
Diamond Farming Company, Lapis Land 
Company, LLC and Ruby Property 
Holdings, LLC 
 

Eve W. McDonald, Esq. 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Environment & Natural Resources Division 
Natural Resources Section 
999 18th Street – South Terrace, Suite 370 
Denver, CO 80202 
T: 303-884-1381 
Evelyn.McDonald@usdoj.gov 
 

Specially appearing for Potential Federal 
Defendants 

Callie Kim, Esq. - Deputy 
County Counsel of Santa Barbara 
105 E. Anapamu Street, #201 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
T: 805-568-2950 
CKim@CountyofSB.org 
ABorjas@Co.Santa-Barbara.CA.US 
 

Attorneys for Defendant 
County of Santa Barbara 

Jeffrey V. Dunn, Esq. 
Eric Garner, Esq. 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 
18101 Van Karman Ave., Ste. 1000 
Irvine, CA 92612 
T: 949-263-2600 
Jeffrey.Dunn@BBKLaw.com 
Eric.Garner@BBKLaw.com 
Kerry.Keefe@BBKLaw.com; Assistant 
Attorneys for Cuyama Community Services 
Dist. 
 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Cuyama Community Services District 

Colin L. Pearce, Esq. 
DUANE MORRIS LLP 
One Market Plaza, Spear Tower Suite 2200 
San Francisco, CA 94105-1127 
T: (415) 957-3000 
F: (415) 957-3001 
CLPearce@DuaneMorris.com 
BAHerrera@DuaneMorris.com; Assistant 
 

Attorneys for Defendants 
Kern Ridge Growers and Bob Giragosian 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Evelyn.McDonald@usdoj.gov
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Amy M. Steinfeld, Esq. 
Stephanie Hastings, Esq. 
Kate Tipple, Esq. 
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP 
1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101-2706 
T: 805-882-1409 
ASteinfeld@BHFS.com 
SHastings@BHFS.com 
KTipple@BHFS.com 
 

Attorneys for Defendants 
Castro Canyon 
SBC Farms 
Cuyama Farms 
Orange Coast 

Ryan D. Zick, Esq. 
Craig Parton, Esq. 
Price, Postel & Parma LLP 
Suite 400 
200 E. Carrillo Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
T: 805-882-9856 
RZick@PPPLaw.com 
CParton@PPPLaw.com 
BWright@PPPLaw.com Assistant 
 

Attorneys for Defendant 
Sunridge Nurseries, Inc., a California corp 

James L. Markman, Esq. 
B. Tilden Kim 
Richards Watson Gershon 
1 Civic Center Circle 
Post Office Box 1059 
Brea, CA 92822-1059 
T: 714-990-0901 
JMarkman@RWGLaw.com 
TKim@RWGLaw.com 
KBrochard@RWGLaw.com 
 

Attorney for Defendant Sunrise Ranch 
Properties, LLC 
 

Dan Raytis, Esq. 
Belden Blaine Raytis 
5016 California Avenue, Suite 3 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
T: 661-864-7826 
Dan@BBR.law 
 

Defendant Cuyama Dairy Land, LLC 

Brodiaea, Inc., a Delaware corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Matthew Turrentine 
444 Higuera Street, Ste. 202 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 

Defendant 

Cheng Ceferino 
2933 W. Carson Street 
Torrance, CA 90503 
 

Defendant 
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Cuyama Mutual Water Company, a California 
corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Richard Ray 
321 Washington Street 
Cuyama CA 93254 
 

Defendant 

Cuyama Orchards, Inc. 
A California corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Byron Albano 
3432 Kraft Ln. 
Arvin, CA 93203 
 

Defendant 

David Lewis, an individual 
300 Foothill Road 
Cuyama, CA 93214 
 

Defendant 

E & B Natural Resources Management 
Corporation, a California corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Gary Richardson 
1608 Norris Road 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
 

Defendant 

El Rancho Espanol de Cuyajma No. 1 
Agent for Service: 
Pamela G. Doiron 
433 Alisal Road Ste. K 
Solvang CA 93463 
 

Defendant 

Feinstein Investments, Entity Unknown 
15012 Delano Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91411 
T: 818-894-3209 
 

Defendant 

The H. Lima Company, Inc. 
Agent for Service: 
Debbie Enos 
11253 Southland Road 
Manteca CA 95336 
 

Defendant 

Harrington Farms LLC, a California limited 
liability company 
Agent for Service: 
David Eifrig 
3451 Airway Drive Suite C 
Santa Rosa CA 95403 
 

Defendant 

JHP Global, Inc. 
Agent for Service: 
Unsuk Joo 
1134 Pasadero Drive 
Escondido CA 92029 
 

Defendant 
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Kern Ridge Growers, LLC 
Agent for Service: 
Robert P. Giragosian 
14322 Di Giorgio Road 
Arvin, CA 93203 
 

Defendant 
 

Lucky Dog Ranch, LLC, a California limited 
liability company 
Agent for Service: 
Josh Zannon 
3380 Hwy 33 
Maricopa, CA 93252 
 

Defedant 

North Fork Cattle Company, LLC 
A California limited liability company 
Agent for Service: 
Jeremy T. Laster 
28811 Ortega Highway 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
 

Defendant 

Agent for Service for Pal Ranch, Inc., a 
California Corporation 
Eldon R. Hugie 
5301 Office Park Drive Ste. 200 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
 

Defendant 

Pine Mountain Buddhist Temple, a California 
corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Seikai Luebke 
941 Lockwood Valley Road 
Maricopa, CA 93252 
 

Defendant 

Roy Harrington, an individual 
27900 Cummings Valley Road 
Tehachapi, CA 93561 
T: 661-619-8065 
HarringtonCustomFarming@Yahoo.com 
 

Defendant 

Santa Barbara Highlands Vineyard, Inc., a 
California corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Tim Dossa 
1150 Palm Street 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 

Defendant 

Triangle E Farms, a California general 
partnership 
Attn: James Wegis 
2830 Highway 33 
Maricopa, CA 93252-9684 
 

Defendant 

 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:HarringtonCustomFarming@Yahoo.com


 

 10 
[JOINT PROPOSED] ORDER ON INITIAL STATUS CONFERENCE AND PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR 

APPROVAL OF NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT AND FORM ANSWER 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

Santa Barbara Pistachio Company, Inc., a 
California corporation 
Agent for Service: 
Eugene F. Zannon 
407 State Street, Suite B 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
 

Defendant 

450 To Cuyama, LLC, a California limited 
liability company 
Agent for Service: 
Moe Jawad 
3319 M Street 
Merced, CA 95348 
 

Defendant 

 
 


