
 

1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93311 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5890 

AGENDA 

Meeting of the 
Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, April 30, 2025 at 3:30 p.m. at 

Cuyama Elementary School Board Room 
2300 CA-166, New Cuyama, CA 93254 

Remote Location(s) 

 900 Truxton Ave, Suite 220 

 Bakersfield, CA 
 

NOTE: PARTICIPATION BY TELECONFERENCE 
The District will hold its regular Board of Directors meeting in-person and by teleconference.  The in-
person public attendance is subject to the capacity limits of the Cuyama Elementary Board Room. 

Participation by computer is available by clicking the following Microsoft Teams link:  

CBWD Apr Teams Link 

Or, participation can be done by telephone using the following instructions: 

Call (559) 512-2821, PIN 543 727 190 then # 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Roll Call 
 

4. Self-Introductions 
 

5. Public Comment—This portion of the meeting is set aside to provide the public an opportunity 
to bring to the attention of the Board members matters within the jurisdiction of the Board and 
which are not on today’s agenda.  No action will be taken on any matter discussed during this 
portion of the meeting.  The total time allotted for this portion of the meeting may be limited and 
to no more than 5 minutes for each speaker. 

 

6. Minutes 
a. March 26, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes – Board Approval Needed 

 

7. Financial Report 
a. YTD Financial Report and Accounts Payable – Board Approval Needed 
b. Review 2025 Budget and Assessment – Board Approval Needed 
c. Parcel Change Request – Board Approval Needed 
d. Resolution Authorizing Collection of 2024 Delinquent Assessments by County Tax 

Collectors – Board Approval Needed 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjJkMmM2NGUtY2U1MS00MzFiLTg1YjQtZDBiZGViM2U5MmQ1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a6cf659f-2360-4ff9-9e8d-045f48434ada%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224d01bf31-ee13-4342-a0df-4970477b613e%22%7d


 
 

 

 

8. Management/Administration 
a. Status Report 

 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
b. EKI Update on Technical Components 
c. Review potential CBGSA Agenda items and consider action providing any 

recommendations regarding agenda items. 
 

10. New Business—requests for items to be placed on next agenda 
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting date: May 28, 2025 (potentially cancel) 
b. Future meetings: June 25, 2025 

 

12. Closed Session 
Government Code Section 54956.9 Anticipated Litigation 
Number of Potential Cases: One 

 

13. Closed Session Item 
a. Report on action taken in Closed Session  

 

14. Adjournment 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990: Under this act, a qualifying person may request the District 
provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting 
of the District. Such assistance includes alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for 
any public meetings of the District. Requests for assistance shall be made in person, via telephone, or in 
written form to Matt Klinchuch at 661-616-5900, or mklinchuch@ppeng.com. Requests must be received 
at least 48 hours prior to a public meeting. 



  

Acronyms* 

AF ..................................................................................................................................................................... Acre-Feet 

BMP ..................................................................................................................................... Best Management Practice 

CBGSA .............................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

CBWD ................................................................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Water District 

CCSD ..................................................................................................................... Cuyama Community Services District 

CEQA ..................................................................................................................... California Environmental Quality Act 

CFS ................................................................................................................................................ cubic feet per second 

CVGB ........................................................................................................................ Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin 

DAC ............................................................................................................... Disadvantaged Community (80% CA MHI) 

DWR ............................................................................................................................ Department of Water Resources 

ET ...................................................................................................................................................... Evapotranspiration 

GSA ......................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

GSP ............................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

HCM ........................................................................................................................... Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 

ILRP ........................................................................................................................ Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

JPA .............................................................................................................................................. Joint Powers Authority 

LAFCo ....................................................................................................................Local Agency Formation Commission 

MOU ........................................................................................................................... Memorandum of Understanding 

PSP .................................................................................................................................. Proposed Solicitation Package 

SBCWA .................................................................................................................. Santa Barbara County Water Agency 

SDAC .............................................................................................. Severely Disadvantaged Community (60% CA MHI) 

SGMA ............................................................................................ Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 

SWRCB  ............................................................................................................... State Water Resources Control Board 

USGS ............................................................................................................................ United States Geological Survey 

 

 

*More to be added as necessary 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the 

Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, March 26, 2025, at 3:30p.m.  
 

NOTE: Board & Public Participation In-Person & Teleconference 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Derek Yurosek, President  
Byron Albano, Vice President 
Steve Jackson 
Jane Wooster 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Seat Vacancy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Matt Klinchuch, CBWD GM 
Brad DeBranch, CBWD Secretary 
Jeff Shaw, EKI (Phone) 
Alan Doud 
Dan Wilke 
Ray Shady 
Jim Wegis 
Ryan Borer 
Elizabeth Balloue 
Dan Clifford 
Adam Lovegren 
Jason Higbee 
 

1. Call to Order – Director Yurosek called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Completed 
 

3. Roll Call – Present: Directors Albano, Yurosek, Jackson and Wooster. Absent: None. 
Board quorum present 

 

4. Self-Introductions – All members of the public were introduced.  
 

5. Public Comment – No public comment received.  
 

6. Minutes  
a. A motion was made by Director Jackson and seconded by Director Albano to 

approve the February 26, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes. The motion was 
unanimously carried. 

 

7. Financial Report  
a. YTD Financial Report & Accounts Payable – An overview of the current financial 

report and accounts payable was provided by the General Manager. A motion was 
made by Director Wooster and seconded by Director Jackson to accept and pay 
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the Accounts Payable for February 2025.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

b. Review 2025 Budget, District Roll, and Assessment – The Board briefly discussed 
the historic breakdown of the CBWD assessments and administrative fees. A 
motion was made by Director Albano and seconded by Director Jackson to 
approve the 2025 budget and District roll. The motion was unanimously carried.  
There was Board consensus to table consideration of the 2025 assessments.  

c. Review and potential action on Support Contracts – A motion was made by 
Director Jackson and seconded by Director Albano to approve the EKI’s Proposed 
Tasks for 2025 presented by Jeff Shaw, with exception of Tasks 3 & 6, totaling 
$180,000. EKI’s budget amounts are not-to-exceed. 

 

8. Management/Administration  
a. Discussion and Possible Action regarding Board Vacancy – Counsel, Alan Doud 

updated the Board on his previously published brief related to the potential 
special election. Related to board seat appointment, Ad Hoc Committee members 
Yurosek and Albano presented their thoughts on the following candidates 
including Ryan Borer (Duncan Family Farms), Jason Higbee (Kern Ridge Growers), 
Adam Lovgren (Sunridge Nursery), Ray Shady (Grapevine Capital), and Jim Wegis. 
During this discussion all the candidates voluntarily left the meeting either in 
person or online. The Ad Hoc did not find consensus on recommending any one 
candidate. The Board discussed all candidates.   
A motion was made by Director Jackson and seconded by Director Yurosek to 
appoint Jason Higbee. The motion failed with one no vote from Director Albano 
and an abstention from Director Wooster due to not being informed before the 
board meeting on the list of candidates for adequate consideration.  
A second motion was made by Director Albano to appoint Ray Shady. The motion 
was not seconded.  
A third motion was made by Director Jackson and seconded by Director Yurosek 
to appoint Jason Higbee. The motion passed with one abstention from Director 
Wooster for the same reason stated above.  
The candidates were asked to return to the meeting and the results were 
presented to all present. Jason Higbee will be officially seated as CBWD Board 
member once the oath of office is complete. 

b. Discuss District Meeting Schedule – Board consensus to meet before GSA 
meetings and assess other scheduled meetings in-between case-by-case.  

c. Discussion and Potential Action on Reserve Policy – The Board tabled discussion 
on this item. 

 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on CBGSA – General Manager provided update on Form 700s are 

due for GSA.  
b. Update on Technical Components by EKI – Jeff Shaw with EKI presented a few 

technical items, water balance consideration, that may need to be considered at 
the upcoming CBWD and GSA meetings.  

c. Review Potential GSA Agenda Items – Nothing to discuss.  



 
 

 
 

10. New Business – Director Yurosek informed the Board of a recent State Senate Committee 
Hearing which included a Cuyama presentation. A request was made that staff inform the 
Board of future public forums which include the Cuyama Groundwater Basin.   
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting:   April 30, 2025 
b. Future meetings: May 28, 2025 (potentially cancel) 

 
12. Closed Session  

a. Government Code Section 54956.9 Anticipated Litigation 
Number of Potential Cases: One – The Board did not enter closed session.  

 
13. Closed Session Item  

a. Report action taken in Closed Session required by Government Code Section 
54956.9 (d) (2) – No action to report. The Board did not enter closed session. 

 
14. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Director Yurosek at 6:51 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Brad DeBranch, Secretary  
Cuyama Basin Water District  



Jan - Dec 25 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

4120 · District Acreage Assessments 41.00
4280 · Interest - Savings/Money Market 7,598.54

Total Income 7,639.54

Gross Profit 7,639.54

Expense
3000 · Contract Management Expense 13,209.40 37,900.00 -24,690.60 34.9%
3100 · Accounting & Auditing Services 0.00 7,350.00 -7,350.00 0.0%
3300 · Insurance 10,099.00 10,099.00 0.00 100.0%
3400 · Legal Fees 7,933.60 35,000.00 -27,066.40 22.7%
4000 · Contract Mangmnt SGMA Expenses 14,079.00 59,100.00 -45,021.00 23.8%
5000 · Data Collection 0.00 10,000.00 -10,000.00 0.0%
6000 · Technical Support Fees 11,631.36 190,000.00 -178,368.64 6.1%
6320 · Gasoline, Fuel and Oil 677.02 2,700.00 -2,022.98 25.1%
6490 · Office Supplies 0.00 100.00 -100.00 0.0%
6790 · Postage 134.32 200.00 -65.68 67.2%
9000 · Uncategorized Expenses 0.00 9,500.00 -9,500.00 0.0%
9100 · LAFCo Fees 0.00 500.00 -500.00 0.0%

Total Expense 57,763.70 362,449.00 -304,685.30 15.9%

Net Ordinary Income -50,124.16 -362,449.00 312,324.84 13.8%

Net Income -50,124.16 -362,449.00 312,324.84 13.8%

1:14 PM Cuyama Basin Water District

04/25/25 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis January through December 2025

Page 1

Mattk
Text Box
Agenda 7a



Apr 25, 25

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
ICS Sweep Account 794,637.52
TriCounties Bank - Checking 150,000.00

Total Checking/Savings 944,637.52

Other Current Assets
2022 Assessments Receivable 2,261.89
2023 Assessments Receivable 3,458.15
2024 Assessments Receivable 5,701.58
Past Due Assessments 6,728.70

Total Other Current Assets 18,150.32

Total Current Assets 962,787.84

TOTAL ASSETS 962,787.84

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities

Accrued Expenses 5,732.83

Total Other Current Liabilities 5,732.83

Total Current Liabilities 5,732.83

Total Liabilities 5,732.83

Equity
32000 · Retained Earnings 989,329.05
Net Income -32,274.04

Total Equity 957,055.01

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 962,787.84

1:16 PM Cuyama Basin Water District

04/25/25 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of April 25, 2025

Page 1
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Type Num Date Name Item Account Paid Amount Original Amount

Check 1267 04/30/2025 Young Wooldridge TriCounties Bank - Che... -4,746.80

3400 · Legal Fees -4,746.80 4,746.80

TOTAL -4,746.80 4,746.80

Check 1268 04/30/2025 Provost & Pritchard TriCounties Bank - Che... -13,103.32

3000 · Contract Manage... -5,592.20 5,592.20
4000 · Contract Mangmn... -7,039.50 7,039.50
6790 · Postage -134.32 134.32
6320 · Gasoline, Fuel an... -337.30 337.30

TOTAL -13,103.32 13,103.32

12:28 PM Cuyama Basin Water District

04/25/25 Check Detail
April 2025

Page 1
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March 31, 2025

Client ID 20308 AFD

Statement for period through March 31 , 2025

Summary by Matter

Matter Total Due

4 $2,177.50 -$2,177.50 $2,827.50 $2,827.50

22 $474.50 -$474.50 $1,839.50 $1,839.50

100 COSTS $79.80 -$79.80 $79.80 $79.80

PRIOR STATEMENT BALANCE $2,731.80

TOTAL PAYMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS -$2,731.80

CURRENT CHARGES $4,746.80

PAY THIS AMOUNT $4,746.80

Any Payments Received After 03/31/25 Will Appear on Your Next Statement

Visa, MasterCard and Discover accepted

A FINANCE CHARGE OF 1 .5% WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BALANCE 3C DAYS AFTER STATEMENT DATE

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

MATT KLINCHUCH, PC
MANAGER- ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR
1518 MILL ROCK WAY, SUITE 100
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311

Description

BOARD MEETINGS AND

MATTERS (INCL. BROWN
ACT)

ELECTION MATTERS

Prior

Balance

Payments &
Adjustments

Current

Charges

Young Wooldridge

I.D. #95-3498027

CONFIDENTIAL
Privileged and Confidential Attorney-Client Communications

PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER DATE OF STATEMENT

WILL APPEAR ON YOUR NEXT STATEMENT

YoungWooldridge
1 800 Stockdale Hwy.,Ste. 202

BAKERSFIELD, CA 9331 1

Email: accounting@yo ungwodldridge.com

Phone: (661) 327-9661
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Client Project #:

Project Name: 2024 CBWD-Manager

Matthew Klinchuch
Cuyama Basin Water District
1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA  93311

April 21, 2025
Project: No: 02620-24-001
Invoice No: 119109

MAN: Updates to website. 2025 Budget and Assessment preparation. 2025 vacancy coordination, posting of vacancy, and affidavit of 
posting notarization. Budget Ad Hoc. Prepare 2025 Pre-Assessment mailer. Prepare and attend the Mar 26 CBWD meeting. 
Reimbursables (mileage and USPS for stamps for mailer). 
SGMA: Prepare and attend Mar 5 GSA Board and Mar 26 CBWD Board meetings. 2025 vacancy coordination. GSA Coordination. 
Reimbursables (mileage).
Professional Services from March 01, 2025 to March 31, 2025
          Phase: MAN Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Assistant Technician .10 107.00 10.70
Assistant Engineer 4.50 142.00 639.00
Assistant Specialist 1.10 116.00 127.60
Senior Specialist 1.60 201.00 321.60
Principal Engineer 16.00 247.00 3,952.00
Project Administrator 1.00 94.00 94.00
Project Administrator .90 113.00 101.70
Senior Project Administrator 2.70 128.00 345.60

Totals 27.90 5,592.20
Total Labor 5,592.20

 Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 220.57
Other Direct Reimb Expenses 134.32

Total Reimbursables 354.89 354.89

           $5,947.09Total this Phase:

  Phase: SGMA SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 28.50 247.00 7,039.50

Totals 28.50 7,039.50
Total Labor 7,039.50

 Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 116.73
Total Reimbursables 116.73 116.73

           $7,156.23Total this Phase:

         $13,103.32Total this Invoice

  
*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.
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1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93311 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

 
 

To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   April 30, 2025 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7b: District 2025 Budget and Assessment 
 

Dear Directors: 

During the March 2025 meeting, some confusion arose regarding the proposed 2025 budget and 
connection to the corresponding Irrigated and Non-Irrigated assessment rates. This report 
provides background on the initial establishment of rates through the Proposition 218 effort in 
2017 and then connecting to the current reduced rate structure being assessed at this time. 

As part of the District formation, a funding mechanism was required to be developed and 
initiated a Proposition 218 effort. At the time, the budget breakdown considered five categories, 
two of which focused on administrative activities both for operating the District and involvement 
in the Cuyama GSA meetings. The “General District Operations” costs were spread across all 
assessed acres and became the Non-Irrigated rate. The “Special Activities – SGMA” costs were 
spread across the acres classified as Irrigated and was additive to the General District Operations 
to generate the Irrigated rate. These two categories totaled $200,000 in the first and blended 
some of the responsibilities between Management, Legal, and Clerical. These two categories 
were also proposed to escalate by 3% per year to 2021, at which point maximum rates were 
locked absent another Proposition 218 effort. Table 1 on the following page summarizes these 
two categories and shows the annual escalation to 2021 with corresponding maximum 
assessment rates per acre. 

Since 2020, the District has been assessing less than the maximum assessment rate, and since 
2021 has been assessing at a reduced rate that generally covers the administrative activities that 
fall under the “General District Operations” and “Special Activities – SGMA” categories. The 
budgets for these administrative activities have been in the range of $180,00, which is less than 
the maximum budget envisioned in the Proposition 218 process. Table 2 provides a comparison 
of how the 2025 Budget aligns with the proposed 2025 Assessment Rates. 

• The Non-Irrigated Rate generally aligns with the 2019 budget of Table 1, with slight 
difference the present non-irrigated acreage (more non-irrigated classified now). 

• The Irrigated Rate equates to $4.92 per acre that has been rounded to the $5.00. The 
rounding generates an approximately $2,500 surplus. 

• Comparing the costs envisioned during the Proposition 218 effort, the costs associated 
with Insurance and Auditing are higher, notably insurance. 
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Table 1: 

 
 

 

2018 2019 2020 2021

1

Manager $7,500 $7,725 $7,957 $8,195 $8,441

Clerical $500 $515 $530 $546 $563

Legal $5,000 $5,150 $5,305 $5,464 $5,628

Financial $5,000 $5,150 $5,305 $5,464 $5,628

2

District Manager $4,000 $4,120 $4,244 $4,371 $4,502

Clerical $500 $515 $530 $546 $563

Legal $2,500 $2,575 $2,652 $2,732 $2,814

Memberships $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Insurance $2,000 $2,060 $2,122 $2,185 $2,251

Miscellaneous $1,000 $1,030 $1,061 $1,093 $1,126

Audit (every 2 years) $2,000 $2,060 $2,122 $2,185 $2,251

$30,000 $30,900 $31,827 $32,782 $33,765

Rate/ac $0.40 $0.41 $0.42 $0.43 $0.45

2018 2019 2020 2021

1 District Manager $43,500 $44,805 $46,149 $47,534 $48,960

2 Clerical $7,000 $7,210 $7,426 $7,649 $7,879

3 Legal $40,000 $41,200 $42,436 $43,709 $45,020

4 Regional Water Management* $40,000 $41,200 $42,436 $43,709 $45,020

5 Data Collection & GW monitor. $25,000 $25,750 $26,523 $27,318 $28,138

6 Miscellaneous $14,500 $14,935 $15,383 $15,845 $16,320

$170,000 $175,100 $180,353 $185,764 $191,336

Rate/ac $5.43 $5.59 $5.76 $5.93 $6.11

$200,000 $206,000 $212,180 $218,545 $225,102

Rate/ac $5.83 $6.00 $6.18 $6.36 $6.56

Monthly Board Meetings

On-Going Activities

Cuyama Basin Water District Budget

General District Operations

Special Activities - SGMA
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Table 2: 

 

 

Cuyama Basin Water District - Income, Expenses Budget Comparison

Staff Recommendation

CODE DESCRIPTION 2025 Budget

Difference 

from 2024 

Budget

Non-

Irrigated 

Acres

Irrigated 

Acres

Total 

Assessed 

Acres

45,122.19 31,270.13      76,392.32    

3000 Manager - General District        37,900.00 -                  24,700.00$    13,200.00$ 

3100 Accounting & Auditing Services          7,350.00 -                  2,050.00$      5,300.00$    

3200 Bank Service Charges                     -   -                  -$                -$              

3300 Insurance        10,099.00 883.00            7,999.00$      2,100.00$    

3400 Legal Services        35,000.00 (20,000.00)      27,000.00$    8,000.00$    

4000 Manager - SGMA Activities        59,100.00 -                  59,100.00$    -$              

5000 Data Collection        10,000.00 (5,000.00)        10,000.00$    -$              

67800 Technical Support Fees      190,000.00 -                  -$                -$              

63200 Gasoline, Fuel, & Oil          2,700.00 -                  900.00$          1,800.00$    

64900 Office Supplies             100.00 -                  -$                100.00$       

67900 Postage             200.00 -                  -$                200.00$       

69800 Uncategorized Expenses        10,000.00 -                  9,000.00$      1,000.00$    

Total Expenses      362,449.00 (24,117.00)      140,749.00$ 31,700.00$ 172,449.00$ 

4.50$              0.41$            

Revenue      199,567.06 4.92$              

5.00$              0.41$            

Net Income     (162,881.94) 156,350.65$ 18,724.05$ 175,074.70$ 

Expenses
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RESOLUTION OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  

THE CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEVY               ) 

AND COLLECTION OF 2025                            ) 

ASSESSMENT                                                                       ) 

                     )  RESOLUTION NO.  2025-001 

                                                                               ) 

                                                                               ) 

 

WHEREAS, as authorized by Water Code Section 36550 et seq. and pursuant to Proposition 218 

(Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution), this Board has determined that it is necessary to 

adopt an assessment to cover certain of the District’s estimated costs in order to confer special benefits to 

the assessed property; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2017, this Board of Directors passed and adopted a Resolution that, among 

other things, (1) outlined procedures to be used in an assessment ballot proceeding for adopting the proposed 

Assessment, (2) adopted the Engineer’s Report and called for an assessment ballot proceeding, (3) 

scheduled the Assessment hearing, and (4) directed district personnel to prepare and send notices and ballots 

for the proceeding; and 

  

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said Resolution, this Board received an Engineer’s Report, entitled 

“Engineer’s Report for Cuyama Basin WD: Proposition 218 Procedures for Benefit Assessment” prepared 

for the District in compliance with Proposition 218 by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, which 

includes a detailed roll of the parcels within the District that would be subject to the proposed assessment 

for the upcoming five years from the Proposition 218 election (2017 through 2021); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report identified the District’s anticipated costs and required revenues; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended that the District levy a proposed assessment 

(“Assessment”) for the following five years, made up of five components to fund the District’s operations, 

special activities to implement SGMA, analysis of the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin USGS report and 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP) support, development of a GSP, and implementation of said GSP; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended splitting lands within the District into Non-Irrigated 

Lands and Irrigated Lands as authorized by Water Code section 36579, with Non-Irrigated Lands being 

assessed only for District operations component of the Assessment and Irrigated Lands being assessed all 

components of the Assessment; and 

 

WHEREAS, Upon tabulating the votes at the conclusion of the assessment hearing conducted May 22, 

2017, the weighted ballots in favor of the proposed Assessment outweigh the weighted ballots in opposition, 

with the results being 2,795,984.11 votes in favor of the assessment and 170,395.45 votes in opposition; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, this Assessment Ballot Proceeding were carried out in accordance with the Board of 

Director’s March 22, 2017 Resolution, including a hearing conducted May 22, 2017; and 



 
 

2 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 53753 of the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act 

provides that any agency that complies with the notice, protest, and hearing requirements of that Act is not 

required to comply with any other statutory notice, protest, and hearing requirements, and accordingly, the 

proceedings conducted in 2017 for the following five years with respect to notice, protest, and hearing 

requirements have been conducted in accordance with the Omnibus Implementation Act, rather than the 

Water Code; and  

 

WHEREAS, as provided by Water Code Section 36578(d), the proposed Assessment having been 

levied under the alternate provisions of Section 36577 through 36579, the proceedings for carrying out the 

Assessment shall be carried out by the Board and the Secretary of the District, rather than the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CUYAMA BASIN WATER 

DISTRICT does hereby resolve, declare and order as follows:  

 

1) Proceedings to Levy and Collect 2025 Assessment. The following procedures shall be used by the 

District in levying and collecting the 2025 Assessment, as required by Division 13, Part 7 of the 

Water Code and Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution:  

 

A. 2025 Assessment: The Board determines that an amount less than maximum amount of the 

Assessment authorized by the Assessment Ballot Proceedings for 2025 shall be levied, that 

being $0.## per acre for Non-Irrigated lands and $#.00 per acre for Irrigated lands. 

 

B. Assessment Book.  The Secretary has cause to be prepared an integrated version of the roll 

and Assessment Book (the “Integrated Roll”).  As provided by Water Code 36725, within 10 

days, the President and Secretary shall sign duplicate copies of the following documents, 

which shall be attached to the last volume of each part of the Assessment Book: 

1. A list of all parcels of land subject to the Assessment, that being the Integrated Roll. 

The list shall specify within each parcel the number of acres of Irrigated Land and 

the number of acres of Non-Irrigated Land;  

2. The order of the Board of Directors fixing the assessment, that being a copy of this 

Resolution; and  

3. The annual estimate of the board of directors, that being the District 2025 Budget.  

 

C. Charging the Assessment: Within 10 days after the obligations in the previous paragraph 

are completed, the Assessor and Tax Collector (since the offices of Treasurer, Assessor and 

Tax Collector have been combined as authorized by Water Code Section 34711) shall 

compute and charge in the Assessment Book the assessment due on each parcel, and file the 

Assessment Book, that being the Integrated Roll which identifies by landowner and parcels 

of each landowner the acreage subject to the Assessment and the amount of the Assessment 

levied with respect to each parcel. Once the Assessment Book has been filed, the 

Assessments listed shall be due and payable to the Tax Collector of the District. 

 

D. Lien.  Pursuant to Water Code Section 36825 upon filing the Assessment Book with the Tax 

Collector the assessment and any penalties for delinquencies shall constituent a lien on the 

lands the subject of the Assessment. 

 

E. Notice of Assessment.  Within 10 days of the Assessment being due and payable the 

Assessor shall publish notice in the principle county a notice as specified by Water Code 
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Section 36826, including the date the Assessment are due and payable, the time when 

Assessments are delinquent, which is six months from when they become due as provided 

by Water Code Section 36950, and that a delinquency penalty of 5 percent of the amount 

delinquent will be applicable. 

 

2. Other Matters.  The District’s staff and officers are authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to collect the assessments consist with applicable law. 

 

 

All the foregoing being on motion of Director ______ seconded by Director _______ and authorized by the 

following vote, to wit: 

 

AYES:    

 

NOES:   

 

ABSTAIN:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as duly passed 

and adopted by said Board of Directors on March 26, 2025. 

 

WITNESS my hand of said Board of Directors, March 26, 2025. 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

   Brad DeBranch  

 Secretary of the Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:   None 



 

1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93311 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

April #, 2025 
 
RE: Cuyama Basin Water District 2025 Assessment 
 
Dear Landowner: 

Enclosed you will find the 2025 Assessment Statement from the Cuyama Basin Water District 
(hereafter referred to as “the District”).  The District is composed of approximately 83,000 acres, 
including most of the irrigated lands in the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin with the primary 
purpose of providing local representation on behalf of the District’s landowners regarding 
implementation of the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA.  This law 
required that a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) be developed before January 31, 2020 
and that it provide for the groundwater basin being “sustainable” (generally meaning in a balanced 
condition over the long term) within 20 years. The District through partnership in a Groundwater 
Sustainable Agency (GSA) with the four counties covering the Cuyama Valley Basin (Santa 
Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Ventura, and Kern) and the Cuyama Community Services District 
submitted a GSP that was approved by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  
The GSA recently submitted an updated GSP to DWR meeting SGMA requirements to update 
the GSP at a minimum of 5 years. Implementation of the GSP has been on-going since 2020 
including activities such as monitoring and reporting and planning for upcoming pumping 
reductions. 

The District has and will continue to operate based upon assessments on parcels classified as 
either ‘Irrigated’ or ‘Non-Irrigated’ classifications as established through an Engineer’s Report 
develop through the 2017 Proposition 218 process. The Proposition 218 effort contemplated the 
5-year period spanning from 2017 through 2021, at which point the maximum assessment rates 
locked absent another vote.  Therefore, the corresponding maximum assessment could be $16.13 
per acre for Irrigated Lands, and $0.45 per acre for Non-Irrigated Lands. 

To date, the District’s expenditures have been lower than what was budgeted in the Engineer’s 
Report. Consequently, the Board of Directors is considering exercising its discretion to assess 
less than the maximum assessment rate for 2025.  The 2025 Assessment Rates are $#.00 per 
acre for irrigated acres and $0.## per acre for non-irrigated acres.  As the enclosed Statement 
indicates, the assessment is due and payable as of April #, 2025, and payment is requested within 
sixty (60) days. If you have any questions regarding the specific information on the attached 
statement, please contact Matt Klinchuch at mklinchuch@ppeng.com, or (661) 616-5900. 

You are encouraged to continue to participate in the SGMA process with the District.  The District 
aims to act as the voice of its landowners and will need your input as the process moves forward. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Matt Klinchuch, PE 
General Manager-Assessor-Collector 



Total 
AcresParcel Number

Irrigated
Assessment

($xx.xx/acre)
Total 

Charges

John Doe

12345 N. Avenue Ave.

Some City, CA 12345

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

1800 30TH ST. STE 280

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301

Statement Number:

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT STATEMENT

FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020

Non Irrigated
Assessment

($x.xx/acre)
Irrigated 

Acres

Customer Number:

Non Irrigated
Acres

xxx-xxx-xxx 355.73 344.98 $x,xxx.xx 10.75 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx
xxx-xxx-xxx 191.28 176.55 $x,xxx.xx 14.73 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx
xxx-xxx-xxx 130.91 126.13 $x,xxx.xx 4.78 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx
xxx-xxx-xxx 170.96 163.06 $x,xxx.xx 7.90 $x.xx $x,xxx.xx

Totals: 848.88 $xx,xxx.xx
" Cut here and return lower portion with payment. "

Statement Number:

Assessed To:

John Doe
12345 N. Avenue Ave.

Some City, CA 12345

PLEASE CUT AND RETURN THIS 
STUB WITH YOUR REMITTANCE  

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

1800 30TH ST. STE 280

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301

Please make address and landowner corrections directly on this form.

Total Charges Due:

Penalty Date: After which a 5% penalty, and costs will be added.

$xx,xxx.xx

Due Date:

10/06/20

04/06/20, Payment requested within 60 days

Address Change:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Customer Number: 

AGENDA #7C

Mattk
Text Box
2025

Mattk
Text Box
04/##/25

Mattk
Text Box
10/##/25

Mattk
Rectangle

Mattk
Text Box
1518 MILL ROCK WAY, STE 100
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311

Mattk
Text Box
1518 MILL ROCK WAY, STE 100
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311



 

1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93311 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

 
 

To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   April 30, 2025 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7c: Parcel Classification Change Request 
 

Dear Directors: 

A parcel change request was received to reclassify the classification on a number of parcels for 
the Campbell property from Non-Irrigated to Irrigated. The request is included with this staff 
report along with a map of the property. The properties previously had approximately 530 acres 
classified as Irrigated, which aligns with the irrigable acres in the reclassification request.  For the 
2025 budget, and approval of this request would be a positive revenue of approximately $2,300. 

In 2018, a request was made to classify all parcel as Non-Irrigated due to the termination of a 
lease agreement on the property. The Board approved this request with an agreement 
acknowledging that if the property returns to the Irrigated classification in the future, prior 
Irrigated assessments could be charged. Prior Irrigated assessment rates are as follows: 

• 2018: $29.93 

• 2019: $22.13 

• 2020: $6.36 

• 2021 – 2024: $5.00 
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Outlook

Request for Reclassification

From Tim Campbell <timkcamp@gmail.com>
Date Mon 4/21/2025 2:49 PM
To Matt Klinchuch <mklinchuch@ppeng.com>

2 attachments (1,014 KB)
CBWD Assessment_UPDATED 2.pdf; CBWD assessment_UPDATED .pdf;

You don't often get email from timkcamp@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Campbell Family Trust, D&J Campbell BST LLC

PO Box 3737
Ventura, CA. 93006
timkcap@gmail.com 
(310) 625-0034

April 21, 2025

Cuyama Basin Water District
1800 30th Street, Suite 280
Bakersfield, CA. 93301

Customer Number: CBWD30

Subject: Request for Reclassification from Non-Irrigated to Irrigated

Dear Board Members, 

On behalf of the Campbell Family Trust, I would like to formally request the reclassification of our property from
non-irrigated to irrigated status.

We are currently in negotiations with a prospective tenant who plans to return the property to agricultural
production. The land consists of 500 irrigatable acres. We anticipate that approximately half of the acreage will be
irrigated one year, followed by the remaining half the next year.

Please see the attached assessment statement for reference to the relevant parcel numbers.

Please let us know the steps needed to complete this reclassification and if you need any additional
documentation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Tim Campbell
Trustee, Campbell Family Trust

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:timkcap@gmail.com
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RESOLUTION OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  

THE CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ) 

COLLECTION OF 2024 ) 

DELINQUENT ASSESSMENTS ) 

BY COUNTY TAX COLLECTORS  )  RESOLUTION NO.  2025-002   

 ) 

 ) 

 

WHEREAS, as authorized by Water Code Section 36550 et seq. and pursuant to Proposition 218 

(Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution), this Board has adopted an assessment to cover 

certain of the District’s estimated costs in order to confer special benefits to the assessed property; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2017, this Board of Directors adopted an Engineer’s Report, entitled 

“Engineer’s Report for Cuyama Basin WD: Proposition 218 Procedures for Benefit Assessment” prepared 

for the District in compliance with Proposition 218 by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, which 

includes a detailed roll of the parcels within the District that would be subject to the proposed assessment 

for the following five years (2017 through 2021); and 

 

WHEREAS, an Assessment Ballot Proceeding was carried out in accordance with the Board of 

Directors’ March 22, 2017 Resolution, including a hearing conducted May 22, 2017, at which the weighted 

ballots in favor of the proposed Assessment outweigh the weighted ballots in opposition; and 

 

WHEREAS, Government Code section 53753 of the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act 

provides that any agency that complies with the notice, protest, and hearing requirements of that Act is not 

required to comply with any other statutory notice, protest, and hearing requirements, and accordingly, the 

proceedings conducted in 2017 have been conducted in accordance with the Omnibus Implementation Act, 

rather than the Water Code, with respect to notice, protest, and hearing requirements; and  

 

 

WHEREAS, certain parcels are delinquent for 2024 assessments as of the date of this resolution. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CUYAMA BASIN WATER 

DISTRICT does hereby resolve, declare and order as follows:  

 

1) Election to Proceed Under Part 7.5.  The District hereby elects to proceed under Division 13, Part 

7.5 of the Water Code only for the collection and enforcement of delinquent 2024 assessments, as 

authorized by Water Code section 37203, subdivision (b). 

 

2) Procedures for Collection.  Pursuant to Water Code section 37212, the delinquent assessments 

shall be collected in the following manner. 

 

A. Delinquency List.  The Secretary shall prepare lists of the delinquent parcels in Santa 

Barbara County, San Luis Obispo County, and Ventura County for which 2024 assessments 

remain unpaid, certify that the lists are true and correct, and transmit a copy of each list to 

the county auditor of the appropriate county along with a certified copy of this resolution. 
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B. Lien.  Pursuant to Water Code section 37212, subdivision (b), the unpaid charges shall be a 

special assessment and lien on the parcel upon receipt of the list and resolution by the county 

auditor. 

 

C. Collection.  The assessment shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner as 

ordinary municipal ad valorem taxes are collected, and shall be subject to the same penalties, 

and the same procedure and sale in case of delinquency as provided for those taxes. 

 

D. Remittance.  The county shall deduct from the charges an amount sufficient to compensate 

the county for the costs incurred in collecting the delinquent assessments following the same 

policies as applicable to similar collections with county ad valorem taxes. The remaining 

funds shall be remitted to the District. 

 

2. Other Matters.  The District’s staff and officers are authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to collect the assessments consistent with applicable law, including the General Manager 

signing any forms or agreements which the respective Counties may require to facilitate collection 

of the 2024 assessment, consistent with the foregoing. 

 

 

All the foregoing being on motion of Director _______ seconded by Director ________ and authorized by 

the following vote, to wit: 

 

AYES:    

 

NOES:    

 

ABSTAIN:   

 

ABSENT:    

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as duly passed 

and adopted by said Board of Directors on _________. 

 

WITNESS my hand of said Board of Directors,  __________. 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

   Brad DeBranch  

 Secretary of the Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: None 



UPDATE: CUYAMA BASIN 
GSP IMPLEMENTATION

Cuyama Basin Water District 

Board of Directors

30 April 2025
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30 April 2025 CBWD Board Meeting
Topics

• May 1 SAC Packet – Points of Interest

• Progress on Groundwater Flowpath Modeling 
• ICHNOS & Leapfrog tools for model flowpath visualization

• Demo



MAY 1 SAC PACKET – POINTS OF INTEREST

 Map & APN identification of 
potential nonreporting pumpers 
(purple areas on map)

 2024 Allocation Report - Updated 
reported groundwater pumping 
data by landowner

 Table of modeled pumping by parcel 
over historic model period       
(1998-2017)

3

Map from May 1st 2025 SAC Packet, pg. 11 



PROGRESS ON GROUNDWATER FLOWPATH MODELING 

ICHNOS
 Sophisticated particle-tracking tool 

developed by UC Davis for post-
processing numerical simulated 
flow data

 Takes groundwater velocities 
calculated throughout the modeled 
aquifers, then tracks particle 
movements through the system

4



PROGRESS ON GROUNDWATER FLOWPATH MODELING 
Leapfrog

 3-D visualization software
 Display & interact with groundwater flowpaths in space

 Used previously for visualizing modeled aquifer 
properties around fault systems in Basin

5 5

Fault plane
(as mapped)High Kh

Low Kh in fault
“slice” through modelview 

direction

Zoomed-in view into model
N



CBWRM V030D FLOWPATHS - LEAPFROG DEMO

Note: All results shown are preliminary
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FLOWPATHS APPLICATIONS – FLOW TRENDS OVER TIME

7

DRAFT RESULTS

Example from demo 

Partial view of Basin underside with 
groundwater flowpaths over 50 years, 
based on outputs of the updated 
Historical CBWRM v030d

5x vertical exaggeration

Dots = particle initial positions

Red = start of flowpath

Blue = end of flowpath

Illustrate trending paths of groundwater flow in 3-D space

Assess modeled representation of aquifer system across the Basin



FLOWPATHS APPLICATIONS – FLOW THROUGH FAULT

See spatial patterns & timescales of 
groundwater movement near modeled 
geologic faults 

Example from demo 

50-year flowpaths around/through the  
Santa Barbara Canyon (SBC) Fault             
(view direction facing northeast)

Vertical red plane = SBC Fault location 
in model

8
DRAFT RESULTS



FLOWPATHS APPLICATIONS – INFLUENCE OF PUMPING

Visualize impacts of pumping on 
groundwater flows

Identify wells with large impacts, data 
gaps, and regions needing improvement

Example from demo 

50-year flowpaths around pumping wells in 
central Basin (view direction facing north)

Light blue = well screened interval
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DRAFT RESULTS



End
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