
 

1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93311 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5890 

AGENDA 

Meeting of the 
Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 at 3:30 p.m. at 

Cuyama Elementary School Board Room 
2300 CA-166, New Cuyama, CA 93254 

Remote Location(s) 

 3432 Kraft Ln. 

 Arvin, CA 93203 
 

NOTE: PARTICIPATION BY TELECONFERENCE 
The District will hold its regular Board of Directors meeting in-person and by teleconference.  The in-
person public attendance is subject to the capacity limits of the Cuyama Elementary Board Room. 

Participation by computer is available by clicking the following Microsoft Teams link:  

CBWD Aug Teams Link 

Or, participation can be done by telephone using the following instructions: 

Call (559) 512-2821, PIN 543 727 190 then # 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Roll Call 
 

4. Self-Introductions 
 

5. Public Comment—This portion of the meeting is set aside to provide the public an opportunity 
to bring to the attention of the Board members matters within the jurisdiction of the Board and 
which are not on today’s agenda.  No action will be taken on any matter discussed during this 
portion of the meeting.  The total time allotted for this portion of the meeting may be limited and 
to no more than 5 minutes for each speaker. 

 

6. Minutes 
a. July 23, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes – Board Approval Needed 

 

7. Financial Report 
a. YTD Financial Report and Accounts Payable – Board Approval Needed 
b. 2025 Assessment Status Report 

 
 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjJkMmM2NGUtY2U1MS00MzFiLTg1YjQtZDBiZGViM2U5MmQ1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a6cf659f-2360-4ff9-9e8d-045f48434ada%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%224d01bf31-ee13-4342-a0df-4970477b613e%22%7d


 
 

 

8. Management/Administration 
a. Status Report 
b. Discussion and Possible Action on 2025 District Election 

 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
b. EKI Update on Technical Components 
c. Review potential CBGSA Agenda items and consider action providing any 

recommendations regarding agenda items. 
 

10. New Business—requests for items to be placed on next agenda 
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting date: September 24, 2025 (potentially cancel) 
b. Future meetings: October 22, 2025 (propose to shift to Oct. 29) 

November 26, 2025 (Thanksgiving Week) 
December 24,2025 (Christmas Eve) 

 

12. Adjournment 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990: Under this act, a qualifying person may request the District 
provide a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in any public meeting 
of the District. Such assistance includes alternative formats for the agendas and agenda packets used for 
any public meetings of the District. Requests for assistance shall be made in person, via telephone, or in 
written form to Matt Klinchuch at 661-616-5900, or mklinchuch@ppeng.com. Requests must be received 
at least 48 hours prior to a public meeting. 



  

Acronyms* 

AF ..................................................................................................................................................................... Acre-Feet 

BMP ..................................................................................................................................... Best Management Practice 

CBGSA .............................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

CBWD ................................................................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Water District 

CCSD ..................................................................................................................... Cuyama Community Services District 

CEQA ..................................................................................................................... California Environmental Quality Act 

CFS ................................................................................................................................................ cubic feet per second 

CVGB ........................................................................................................................ Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin 

DAC ............................................................................................................... Disadvantaged Community (80% CA MHI) 

DWR ............................................................................................................................ Department of Water Resources 

ET ...................................................................................................................................................... Evapotranspiration 

GSA ......................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

GSP ............................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

HCM ........................................................................................................................... Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 

ILRP ........................................................................................................................ Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

JPA .............................................................................................................................................. Joint Powers Authority 

LAFCo ....................................................................................................................Local Agency Formation Commission 

MOU ........................................................................................................................... Memorandum of Understanding 

PSP .................................................................................................................................. Proposed Solicitation Package 

SBCWA .................................................................................................................. Santa Barbara County Water Agency 

SDAC .............................................................................................. Severely Disadvantaged Community (60% CA MHI) 

SGMA ............................................................................................ Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 

SWRCB  ............................................................................................................... State Water Resources Control Board 

USGS ............................................................................................................................ United States Geological Survey 

 

 

*More to be added as necessary 



 

1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, Bakersfield, CA 93311 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the 

Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, July 23, 2025, at 3:30p.m.  
 

NOTE: Board & Public Participation In-Person & Teleconference 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Byron Albano, Vice President  
Jason Higbee 
Steve Jackson  
Jane Wooster 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Derek Yurosek, President 
 
 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Matt Klinchuch, CBWD GM 
Brad DeBranch, CBWD Secretary 
Brenton Kelly 
Dan Wilke 
Elizabath Balloue 
Jim Wegis 
Adam Lovgren 
 
 

1. Call to Order – Director Albano called the meeting to order at 3:35 p.m. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Completed 
 

3. Roll Call – Present: Directors Albano, Higbee, Jackson, and Wooster. Absent: Director 
Yurosek. Board quorum present. 

 
4. Self-Introductions – All members of the public were introduced.  

 
5. Public Comment – No public comment received.  

 
6. Minutes  

a. A motion was made by Director Jackson and seconded by Director Wooster to 
approve the June 25, 2025, Regular Meeting Minutes. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

7. Financial Report  
a. YTD Financial Report & Accounts Payable – An overview of the current financial 

report and accounts payable was provided by the General Manager. A motion was 
made by Director Jackson and seconded by Director Wooster to accept and pay 
the Accounts Payable for June 2025.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

b. 2025 Assessment Status – CBWD has collected approximately 56% of the current 
annual assessments.    
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8. Management/Administration  
a. Status Report – No items reported. 
b. Resolution 2025-004 Approving Further Procedures for 2025 District Election – A 

motion was made by Director Jackson and seconded by Director Higbee to 
approve Resolution 2025-004 as presented. The motion passed unanimously. The 
Board requested Alan Doud to provide detail on how landowner votes will be 
counted in the upcoming election.   

 
9. New Business – No new business was discussed.  

 
10.  Announcements 

a. Next meeting:   August 27, 2025 
b. Future meetings: September 24, 2025  

 
11. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Director Albano at 4:07 p.m.  

 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Brad DeBranch, Secretary  
Cuyama Basin Water District  



Jan - Dec 25 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

4120 · District Acreage Assessments 98,071.56
4280 · Interest - Savings/Money Market 17,191.84

Total Income 115,263.40

Gross Profit 115,263.40

Expense
3000 · All-District Admin

3100 · Manager 11,917.50 13,200.00 -1,282.50 90.3%
3200 · Accounting and Auditing 3,560.00 5,300.00 -1,740.00 67.2%
3300 · Insurance 2,100.00 2,100.00 0.00 100.0%
3400 · Legal Fees 3,431.20 8,000.00 -4,568.80 42.9%
3500 · Travel Expenses 790.52 1,800.00 -1,009.48 43.9%
3600 · Office Supplies 5.52 100.00 -94.48 5.5%
3700 · Postage 272.84 200.00 72.84 136.4%
3800 · Miscellaneous 0.00 1,000.00 -1,000.00 0.0%
3000 · All-District Admin - Other 0.00

Total 3000 · All-District Admin 22,077.58 31,700.00 -9,622.42 69.6%

4000 · Irrigated Rate District Admin
4100 · General District Manager 23,083.50 24,700.00 -1,616.50 93.5%
4150 · Manager SGMA Activities 20,748.00 59,100.00 -38,352.00 35.1%
4200 · Accounting & Auditing 0.00 2,050.00 -2,050.00 0.0%
4300 · Insurance 7,999.00 7,999.00 0.00 100.0%
4400 · Legal Services 11,247.85 27,000.00 -15,752.15 41.7%
4500 · Data Collection 0.00 10,000.00 -10,000.00 0.0%
4600 · Travel Expenses 337.15 900.00 -562.85 37.5%
4900 · Miscellaneous 0.00 9,000.00 -9,000.00 0.0%
4000 · Irrigated Rate District Admin - Other 0.00

Total 4000 · Irrigated Rate District Admin 63,415.50 140,749.00 -77,333.50 45.1%

5000 · Technical Support Fees 44,502.36 190,000.00 -145,497.64 23.4%
6320 · Gasoline, Fuel and Oil 0.00
6790 · Postage 0.00
9100 · LAFCo Fees 167.00

Total Expense 130,162.44 362,449.00 -232,286.56 35.9%

Net Ordinary Income -14,899.04 -362,449.00 347,549.96 4.1%

Net Income -14,899.04 -362,449.00 347,549.96 4.1%

3:48 PM Cuyama Basin Water District

08/22/25 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis January through December 2025

Page 1
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Aug 22, 25

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
ICS Sweep Account 826,522.40
TriCounties Bank - Checking 149,833.00

Total Checking/Savings 976,355.40

Other Current Assets
2022 Assessments Receivable 2,261.89
2023 Assessments Receivable 169.33
2024 Assessments Receivable 5,701.58
Past Due Assessments 6,728.70

Total Other Current Assets 14,861.50

Total Current Assets 991,216.90

TOTAL ASSETS 991,216.90

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities

Accrued Expenses 5,732.83

Total Other Current Liabilities 5,732.83

Total Current Liabilities 5,732.83

Total Liabilities 5,732.83

Equity
32000 · Retained Earnings 989,329.05
Net Income -3,844.98

Total Equity 985,484.07

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 991,216.90

3:49 PM Cuyama Basin Water District

08/22/25 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of August 22, 2025

Page 1

Mattk
Text Box
Agenda 7a



Type Num Date Name Item Account Paid Amount Original Amount

Check 1275 08/27/2025 Young Wooldridge TriCounties Bank - Che... -421.43

3400 · Legal Fees -105.36 105.36
4400 · Legal Services -316.07 316.07

TOTAL -421.43 421.43

Check 1276 08/27/2025 Barbich Hooper King TriCounties Bank - Che... -3,560.00

3200 · Accounting and A... -3,560.00 3,560.00

TOTAL -3,560.00 3,560.00

Check 1277 08/27/2025 Provost & Pritchard TriCounties Bank - Che... -7,072.63

3100 · Manager -1,401.20 1,401.20
4100 · General District M... -2,713.40 2,713.40
4150 · Manager SGMA ... -2,840.50 2,840.50
4600 · Travel Expenses -117.53 117.53

TOTAL -7,072.63 7,072.63

3:50 PM Cuyama Basin Water District

08/22/25 Check Detail
August 2025

Page 1
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July 31, 2025

Client ID 20308 AFD

Statement for period through July 31 , 2025

Summary by Matter

Total Due

$1,787.50 -$1,787.50 $227.50 $227.50

22 $861.00 -$861.00 $122.50 $122.50

100 COSTS $79.80 -$79.80 $71.43 $71.43

PRIOR STATEMENT BALANCE $2,728.30

TOTAL PAYMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS -$2,728.30

CURRENT CHARGES $421.43

PAY THIS AMOUNT $421.43

Any Payments Received After 07/31/25 Will Appear on Your Next Statement

Visa, MasterCard and Discover accepted

A FINANCE CHARGE OF 1 .5% WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BALANCE 3D DAYS AFTER STATEMENT DATE

Matter Description

4

Young Wooldridge

I.D. #95-3490027

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

MATT KLINCHUCH, PC

MANAGER- ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

1518 MILL ROCK WAY, SUITE 100

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311

BOARD MEETINGS AND

MATTERS (INCL. BROWN

ACT)

ELECTION MATTERS

Prior

Balance

Payments &

Adjustments

Current

Charges

CONFIDENTIAL
Privileged and Confidential Attorney-Client Communications

PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER DATE OF STATEMENT

WILL APPEAR ON YOUR NEXT STATEMENT

YoungWooldridge
IOSCO Stockdale Hwy.,Ste. 202

Bakersfield, CA 933 1 1

Email: acccunting@youngwodldridge.cdm

Phone: (661) 327-9661
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Client Project #:

Project Name: 2025 CBWD-Manager

Matthew Klinchuch
Cuyama Basin Water District
1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA  93311

August 22, 2025
Project: No: 02620-25-001
Invoice No: 122556

1MAN: Processing received assessments. Responding to landowner phone calls. Website updates and hosting maintenance. 
Preparation and attendance at July Board meeting.
2MAN: County tax roll coordination. Board meeting preparation. Preparation and attendance at July Board meeting. Election noticing.
2SGM: GSA preparation with agenda and packet review. Attend Jul 9 GSA meeting. Coordination for upcoming Tech Forum.
2TRA: Travel expenses for July GSA Board meeting.

Professional Services from July 01, 2025 to July 31, 2025
          Phase: 1MAN General District-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Associate Technician .50 114.00 57.00
Assistant Specialist .50 116.00 58.00
Principal Engineer 3.20 247.00 790.40
Administrative Assistant .10 86.00 8.60
Administrative Assistant 2.00 93.00 186.00
Project Administrator .80 94.00 75.20
Project Administrator 2.00 113.00 226.00

Totals 9.10 1,401.20
Total Labor 1,401.20

             $1,401.20Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2MAN Irrigated Rate-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Senior Specialist 3.30 201.00 663.30
Principal Engineer 8.30 247.00 2,050.10

Totals 11.60 2,713.40
Total Labor 2,713.40

             $2,713.40Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2SGM Irrigated Rate-SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 11.50 247.00 2,840.50

Totals 11.50 2,840.50
Total Labor 2,840.50

             $2,840.50Total this Phase:

  
*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.
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Project 12255602620-25-001 2025 CBWD-Manager Invoice

Phase: 2TRA Irrigated Rate-Travel
   Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 117.53
Total Reimbursables 117.53 117.53

           $117.53Total this Phase:

         $7,072.63Total this Invoice

  

Page 2*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.



Cuyama Basin Water District 2025 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (8/22/2025)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount Paid

CBWD 1 $55.03 6/7/2025 55.03
CBWD 2 $4,371.71 7/16/2025 4,371.71
CBWD 3 $2,195.42 6/25/2025 2,195.42 Assessment Less than $15
CBWD 4 $27,209.13 5/28/2025 27,209.13
CBWD 5 $6.20
CBWD 6 $32.80 6/7/2025 32.80
CBWD 7 $4.94
CBWD 8 $15.75 6/12/2025 15.75
CBWD 9 $596.61
CBWD 10 $5.63
CBWD 11 $10.10
CBWD 12 $23,816.04
CBWD 13 $32,188.16
CBWD 14 $404.97
CBWD 15 $191.89 5/21/2025 191.89
CBWD 16 $32.80
CBWD 17 $14,686.56 6/13/2025 14,686.56
CBWD 18 $8.38
CBWD 19 $302.04 6/13/2025 302.04
CBWD 21 $32.85 6/19/2025 32.85
CBWD 23 $8.52
CBWD 24 $34.69 5/21/2025 34.69
CBWD 25 $183.24 5/28/2025 183.24
CBWD 26 $50.31
CBWD 28 $165.67
CBWD 29 $143.98
CBWD 30 $258.43 5/28/2025 258.43
CBWD 31 $11.30
CBWD 32 $16.40 6/7/2025 16.40
CBWD 33 $8.20
CBWD 34 $9,528.30 5/28/2025 9,528.30
CBWD 35 $18.19
CBWD 36 $1.96
CBWD 37 $114.80 6/12/2025 114.80
CBWD 38 $34.83
CBWD 39 $4.52
CBWD 40 $6.82
CBWD 42 $262.40
CBWD 43 $0.98
CBWD 44 $8.38
CBWD 45 $16.24 7/16/2025 16.24
CBWD 47 $885.54 8/15/2025 885.54
CBWD 49 $44.47
CBWD 50 $16.40
CBWD 51 $29.38

UNIQUE_ID
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Cuyama Basin Water District 2025 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (8/22/2025)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 52 $538.20
CBWD 54 $32.80 6/7/2025 32.80
CBWD 55 $295.20
CBWD 56 $13.81
CBWD 57 $95.77
CBWD 60 $48.49 6/7/2025 48.49
CBWD 63 $16.40
CBWD 64 $17.17
CBWD 65 $32.80 6/12/2025 32.80
CBWD 66 $1,172.04 6/12/2025 1,172.04
CBWD 68 $98.40
CBWD 69 $122.59 7/23/2025 122.59
CBWD 70 $2.50
CBWD 71 $4.56
CBWD 72 $3.39
CBWD 73 $3.21
CBWD 74 $1,423.00
CBWD 75 $5.87
CBWD 76 $561.36
CBWD 77 $126.14
CBWD 78 $2,367.78
CBWD 80 $21.10 6/12/2025 21.10
CBWD 81 $353.69 6/19/2025 353.69
CBWD 82 $10.25
CBWD 83 $16.29 6/13/2025 16.29
CBWD 84 $5,506.97 6/7/2025 5,506.97
CBWD 85 $49.20
CBWD 86 $6.33
CBWD 87 $4.10
CBWD 88 $31.25
CBWD 90 $0.83
CBWD 91 $31.24
CBWD 92 $40.92
CBWD 93 $214.88
CBWD 94 $8.39
CBWD 95 $63.08 5/28/2025 63.08
CBWD 98 $10,434.44 5/28/2025 10,434.44
CBWD 99 $2,639.59
CBWD 100 $8.32
CBWD 101 $326.80
CBWD 103 $124.92 7/16/2025 124.92
CBWD 104 $472.55 5/28/2025 472.55
CBWD 105 $2.36
CBWD 106 $11.80
CBWD 107 $147.60 6/7/2025 147.60



Cuyama Basin Water District 2025 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (8/22/2025)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 108 $49.20 6/7/2025 49.20
CBWD 109 $15.86
CBWD 110 $8.38
CBWD 111 $1,997.88
CBWD 112 $389.71
CBWD 115 $6.33
CBWD 116 $16.40
CBWD 117 $2.24
CBWD 118 $10.04
CBWD 119 $16.40
CBWD 120 $29.82 6/7/2025 29.82
CBWD 121 $60.22
CBWD 122 $4.10
CBWD 123 $16.22 6/13/2025 16.22
CBWD 124 $20.04
CBWD 125 $16.70 7/16/2025 16.70
CBWD 126 $312.58
CBWD 127 $0.93
CBWD 129 $444.41 5/28/2025 444.41
CBWD 131 $16.77 6/7/2025 16.77
CBWD 133 $66.05 5/28/2025 66.05
CBWD 134 $777.73
CBWD 136 $107.61 5/28/2025 107.61
CBWD 138 $558.16
CBWD 141 $1.57
CBWD 142 $193.01 5/28/2025 193.01
CBWD 143 $128.21
CBWD 144 $64.78
CBWD 146 $86.21 7/25/2025 87.00
CBWD 147 $4,280.83 6/7/2025 4,280.83
CBWD 148 $3,856.46 5/21/2025 3,856.46
CBWD 149 $81.27
CBWD 150 $43.46 8/15/2025 43.46
CBWD 152 $2.51
CBWD 154 $16.40 7/16/2025 16.40
CBWD 157 $22.55 7/16/2025 22.55
CBWD 158 $12.39
CBWD 161 $1,166.24 6/12/2025 1,166.24
CBWD 163 $3.69
CBWD 164 $1.10
CBWD 165 $4.10
CBWD 166 $135.26
CBWD 167 $195.25 6/19/2025 195.25
CBWD 167 $249.06 6/19/2025 249.06
CBWD 168 $8.21



Cuyama Basin Water District 2025 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (8/22/2025)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 169 $1,581.66 5/28/2025 1,581.66
CBWD 171 $181.36
CBWD 172 $47.33
CBWD 175 $8.34
CBWD 176 $1,990.27
CBWD 177 $30.00
CBWD 178 $307.50 7/25/2025 307.50
CBWD 179 $32.80 6/7/2025 32.80
CBWD 181 $7.25
CBWD 182 $16.40
CBWD 183 $4.72
CBWD 184 $79.06
CBWD 185 $9.66
CBWD 186 $16.40 6/13/2025 16.40
CBWD 187 $16.40
CBWD 188 $41.00
CBWD 189 $8.20
CBWD 190 $5,986.10 6/7/2025 5,986.10
CBWD 191 $32.64
CBWD 193 $7.86
CBWD 195 $123.98
CBWD 196 $303.40 8/15/2025 303.40
CBWD 197 $117.88 6/13/2025 117.88
CBWD 198 $16.40
CBWD 199 $139.16
CBWD 200 $32.80 6/12/2025 32.80
CBWD 201 $114.80 6/19/2025 114.80
CBWD 202 $30.28
CBWD 203 $39.87

Dollars Received 98,030.56
57%

Payments Received 60
51%



Cuyama Basin Water District 2025 Assessment Payment Summary
Through (8/22/2025)

Assessed 
Amount

Payment 
Received

Amount PaidUNIQUE_ID

CBWD 12 $23,816.04
CBWD 13 $32,188.16
CBWD 78 $2,367.78
CBWD 99 $2,639.59
CBWD 111 $1,997.88

63,009.45 37% Total Budget



 

 

 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT  

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING  

FURTHER PROCEDURES FOR 2025 DISTRICT ELECTION 

 

 

WHEREAS, by separate resolutions previously adopted, the District has established 

certain procedures for the 2025 election; 

 

WHEREAS, by resolution entitled “Resolution Approving Further Procedures for 2025 

District Election,” the District adopted an all-mail ballot election for the 2025 Election pursuant to 

Elections Code § 4108; 

 

WHEREAS, Section 4108 provides that an election conducted by all-mail ballot is to be 

held on a date specified in Elections Code § 1500 or on any other date other than an established 

election date; 

 

WHEREAS, Elections Code §1100 provides that no election shall be held on any other 

day than a Tuesday, nor shall any election be held on the day before, the day of, or the day after, a 

state holiday; 

 

WHEREAS, the Tuesday after the established election date of November 4, 2025 is a 

holiday; 

 

WHEREAS, the next Tuesday following November 4, 2025, that is not a holiday is 

November 18, 2025;  

  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code § 13307, any candidate for a District Board seat 

has the option to submit a statement of qualifications to be included in a voter information guide; 

 

WHEREAS, Elections Code §13307(a)(2) provides that a statement of qualifications must 

be filed together with a candidate’s nomination papers; 

 

WHEREAS, since the date of the most recent District Board meeting, eight (8) candidates 

have filed for four (4) available seats on the District’s Board 

 

WHEREAS, as the District stated in the notice of election filed with the County pursuant 

to Section 10509, the District has opted to require each candidate submitting a statement of 

qualifications to pay an estimated fee to cover the cost of printing the statement in the voter 

information guide, and provided for in Section 13307(d); 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that: 

 

1. The Board recognizes Elections Code § 10556, which provides that, “No 

informalities in the conduct of the general district election or any matters related to it shall 

invalidate the election if fairly conducted.” 

 

2. In order to comply with the applicable sections of the Elections Code referenced in 

the above recitals, and finding it to otherwise be in the based interest of the District and its 

landowners, the Board hereby calls for the 2025 Election to be held on Tuesday, November 18, 

2025. 

 

3. Pursuant to Elections Code § 13112(b)(1)(F), the Secretary of State has made a 

random drawing of alphabet for placement of candidates’ names on the ballot for the 2025 

Election.  

 

4. As a result of the drawing, the order on the ballot shall be: 

 

i. Steven Jackson 

ii. Brian W. Grant 

iii. Mark E. Ellsworth 

iv. Margaret Jane Wooster 

v. Jason Higbee 

vi. Kyle Richardson 

vii. Adam Lovgren  

viii. Byron Albano 

 

 

5. The Board finds it to be in the best interest of the District and its landowners to 

provide the candidates listed above with an opportunity to submit a statement of qualifications for 

inclusion in the voter information guide, which statement shall conform to the requirements of 

Elections Code § 13307(a)(1), which provides that any such statement “may include the name, 

age, and occupation of the candidate and a brief description, of no more than 200 words, of the 

candidate’s own education and qualifications expressed by the candidate.” 

 

6. Candidates wishing to file a statement of qualifications shall deliver the statement, 

along with a check in the amount of $20.00, made payable to the “Cuyama Basin Water District,” 

to the District’s manager either by mail or personal delivery to 1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100, 

Bakersfield, CA 93311, by Wednesday, September 17, 2025; 

 

7. The District’s manager is authorized and directed to promptly notify the candidates 

listed above of the opportunity to submit a statement of qualifications. 

 

8. The District’s officers, employees and consultants are authorized and directed to do 

all things necessary and appropriate to carry out the foregoing and to effectuate the 2025 Election. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 ALL THE FOREGOING, being on motion of Director ___________________ and 

seconded by Director ____________________ was authorized by the following vote: 

 

 AYES: 

 

 NOES: 

 

 ABSENT: 

 

 ABSTAIN: 

 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is the resolution of said District as duly passed 

and adopted by said Board of Directors at a meeting thereof duly called and held on this 27th day 

of August, 2025. 

 

 WITNESS my hand and seal of said Board of Directors this 27th day of August, 2025 

 

 

                                                                                              

       Brad DeBranch, Secretary 

 



 
 

Corporate Office 
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20 August 2025 
 
TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Matt Klinchuch, Manager, Cuyama Basin Water District  
  
From:  Jeff Shaw, EKI Environment & Water, Inc. (EKI) 
 Macy Frost, EKI   
 Wes Henson, EKI  
   
Subject: Notes from Cuyama GSA staff Technical Forum, 13 Aug 2025 

(EKI B70069.04)  
 

SUMMARY  

EKI attended the Cuyama GSA Technical Forum via Teams on 13 Aug 2025.  Jeff Shaw, Macy Frost, and 
Wes Henson represented EKI on the call.  GSA Staff sent out draft presentation materials on Mon 11 Aug, 
which we reviewed prior to the meeting.  GSA Staff covered two general topics:  

a) Sercan Ceyhan presented an evaluation of data gaps in the Ventucopa area that may need to be 
addressed prior to the GSA creating an additional management area and assigning pumping 
allocations to lands within it, and  

b) Jim Strandberg presented an update on plans for additional work to locate and characterize the 
Santa Barbara Canyon Fault. 

We reviewed the materials provided, attended the meeting, and participated in the discussions.   

We also provided comments on the following topics during the call, which District Board members 
should be aware of:  

1) CIMIS data changes.  With the two new CIMIS stations coming online soon and the former 
station being discontinued, the data used for crop evapotranspiration (ET) estimation will 
change, which may therefore affect historical irrigation demands and pumping estimation.  It is 
important to understand the effects of this station change.  For example, will the new data 
cause a change in modeled historical baseline pumping?  Will this affect allocations, or the 
“glidepath” to sustainable yield?  We stated that GSA staff should back-correct the old CIMIS 
data to create a revised, consistent ET dataset spanning the whole (historical to present) 
modeled period, and asked them to consider and explain how they would perform this 
operation.  We also asked if and how the new ET data will be adjusted to fit reported pumping 
for certain crop or land-use types, as was done during the 2024 model recalibration.  We 
requested that GSA staff provide clear explanations of the method and rationale for use of 
differing crop ET values in CMA and Ventucopa areas of the Basin, if incorporated into future 
model updates. 
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2) Clearer drawdown contour maps.  GSA staff should use complete contour maps of projected 
water level drawdowns, rather than just the -2 ft/year line, for discussion of additional 
Management Areas.  This will help illustrate the similarities and differences between the CMA 
and any other proposed MAs, so that an apples-to-apples comparison can be made.  

3) Model uncertainty effects on new Management Areas.  GSA staff need to illustrate the effect of 
model input uncertainties on the size and locations of contours used to define any proposed 
new MAs.  Running the model twice, with one parameter such as ET, rainfall, deep percolation, 
or other inputs scaled +20% in one run and -20% in the other, would provide some idea of the 
sensitivity of drawdown in Ventucopa and other areas to realistic uncertainties in various input 
assumptions.  Producing drawdown contour maps from these model runs would allow the GSA 
board to make informed judgments about realistic eventual operational MA boundaries.   

4) Additional efforts to characterize the Santa Barbara Canyon (SBC) Fault.  GSA staff have located 
the western section of the SBC Fault with reasonable certainty, but the location and hydraulic 
characteristics of the eastern part where it crosses the Cuyama River valley are still unknown.  
Various aspects of this investigation were discussed during the call.  EKI suggested several 
options, including:  

a. Non-invasive geophysical methods.  Resistivity electrodes could be installed on a longer-
term basis on private land near the SBC Fault, to allow multiple resistivity data collection 
events instead of one single event.  Multiple events using the same equipment left in-
place would allow quick and cheap monitoring of seasonal differences in subsurface 
resistivity, which can indicate seasonal groundwater level changes and the effects of 
faults without the need for monitoring wells.  Neil Currie of Cleath-Harris suggested a 
graduate student at San Diego State University named Iason Pitsillides who is studying 
fault effects on groundwater flow using resistivity methods.  The equipment he uses 
apparently is much simpler and cheaper to build than standard commercially available 
equipment, and it can be operated remotely.  He may be available to assist with this 
work in a cost-effective manner.  If the District is interested, EKI can reach out him to 
get more information regarding specifics and potential costs of the procedure he uses, 
and arrange for him to present his information to the District and/or the GSA.  Use of 
private land, if landowners are amenable, also could eliminate some regulatory costs 
related to use of the public right-of-way, which were considerable in the last data 
collection event.  Negotiation with landowners for access would be required but GSA 
staff indicated on the call that progress is being made on access discussions.   

b. Field inventory of wells near the SBC Fault.  Increased efforts to locate wells that are key 
to interpreting water levels near the fault, providing information on missing specs and 
status of wells that have already been located during field visits (for example sounding 
the total depth with a tagline or Hip-Chain), and installation of pressure transducers in 
any accessible nearby wells to record continuous data over time would help 
characterize the fault and the area around it.  Pressure transducers are relatively cheap 
($800 - $2,000 each) and once installed, they provide low-cost continuous data.   
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