
  

Acronyms* 

AF ..................................................................................................................................................................... Acre-Feet 

BMP ..................................................................................................................................... Best Management Practice 

CBGSA .............................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

CBWD ................................................................................................................................. Cuyama Basin Water District 

CCSD ..................................................................................................................... Cuyama Community Services District 

CEQA ..................................................................................................................... California Environmental Quality Act 

CFS ................................................................................................................................................ cubic feet per second 

CVGB ........................................................................................................................ Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin 

DAC ............................................................................................................... Disadvantaged Community (80% CA MHI) 

DWR ............................................................................................................................ Department of Water Resources 

ET ...................................................................................................................................................... Evapotranspiration 

GSA ......................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

GSP ............................................................................................................................... Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

HCM ........................................................................................................................... Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model 

ILRP ........................................................................................................................ Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 

JPA .............................................................................................................................................. Joint Powers Authority 

LAFCo ....................................................................................................................Local Agency Formation Commission 

MOU ........................................................................................................................... Memorandum of Understanding 

PSP .................................................................................................................................. Proposed Solicitation Package 

SBCWA .................................................................................................................. Santa Barbara County Water Agency 

SDAC .............................................................................................. Severely Disadvantaged Community (60% CA MHI) 

SGMA ............................................................................................ Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 

SWRCB  ............................................................................................................... State Water Resources Control Board 

USGS ............................................................................................................................ United States Geological Survey 

 

 

*More to be added as necessary 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Regular Meeting of the 

Cuyama Basin Water District 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at 3:30p.m.  
 

NOTE: Board & Public Participation In-Person & Teleconference 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Derek Yurosek, President (Phone) 
Mark Ellsworth 
Steve Jackson  
Kyle Richardson 
Brian Grant 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
None 
 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Alan Doud, CBWD 
Brad DeBranch, CBWD Secretary 
Jeff Shaw, EKI 
Macy Frost, EKI 
Dan Clifford 
Brenton Kelly 
Dan Wilke 
Pete Antongiovanni 
Jim Wegis 
Byron Albano 
Jane Wooster 
 

1. Call to Order – Director Jackson called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m.  
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance – Completed 
 

3. Roll Call – Present: Directors Jackson, Grant, Ellsworth, Richardson, Yurosek (phone). 
Absent: None. Board quorum present. 

 

4. Self-Introductions – All members of the public were introduced.  
 

5. Public Comment – No public comment received.  
 

6. Minutes  
a. A motion was made by Director Grant and seconded by Director Richardson to 

approve January 7, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 

7. Financial Report  
a. YTD Financial Report & Accounts Payable – An overview of the current financial 

report and accounts payable was provided by General Manager Klinchuch. A 
motion was made by Director Ellsworth and seconded by Director Richardson to 
accept and pay the Accounts Payable.  The motion was unanimously carried.   



 
 

 
b. 2025 Assessment Status – CBWD has collected approximately 95% of the current 

annual assessments.    
c. Discuss Draft 2026 Budget and 2026 Assessment – General Manager Klinchuch 

provided a brief history of the budget and reserve strategy. Director Grant and 
Director Richardson volunteered to form an ad hoc committee to review the draft 
annual budget for 2026. Staff to schedule meeting with the budget ad hoc 
committee.   

 

8. Management/Administration 
a. Status Update – Form 700s are due by April 1.    

 

9. Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for Cuyama Basin 
a. Status Report on CBGSA – There will be an upcoming GSA board meeting on March 

4, 2026, and a SAC meeting scheduled for February 26, 2026. No ad hoc reports 
from the current board members.  

b. EKI Update on Tech Items – Jeff Shaw and Macy Frost with EKI provided a technical 
update including items such as basic groundwater hydrology, Cuyama basin 
groundwater model, sustainable management criteria for water levels, and 
modeled groundwater flows and basin storage.  

c. Review Potential CBGSA Agenda items and consider action on providing any 
recommendations regarding agenda items. The board briefly went through the 
likely agenda items that were presented on the SAC agenda. No action taken.  

 

10. New Business – No new business discussed.  
 

11.  Announcements 
a. Next meeting:   March Meeting was Cancelled  
b. Future meetings: April 29, 2026 

May 27, 2026 
 

12. Closed Session  
a. Govt Code Section 54956.9 Anticipated Litigation; 

Number of Potential Cases: One 
The Board entered into closed session at 4:58pm.  

 

13. Closed Session Item 
a. The board came out of closed session at 5:16pm. No reportable action taken in 

Closed Session. 
 

14. Adjournment – Meeting was adjourned by Director Jackson at 5:16 p.m.  
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 

Brad DeBranch, Secretary  
Cuyama Basin Water District  
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To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   May 6, 2026 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7a: YTD Financial Summary and Accounts Payable 
 

Included with this report are the following reports: 

• YTD Balance Sheet 

• YTD Budget-Profit-Loss 

• Current Accounts Payable 

o Expenses for approval cover recent legal and management fees  



May 1, 26

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
ICS Sweep Account 743,592.82
TriCounties Bank - Checking 137,550.17

Total Checking/Savings 881,142.99

Other Current Assets
2022 Assessments Receivable -83.11
2023 Assessments Receivable -383.98
2024 Assessments Receivable -205.62
2025 Assessments Receivable 9,751.88
Past Due Assessments -0.30

Total Other Current Assets 9,078.87

Total Current Assets 890,221.86

TOTAL ASSETS 890,221.86

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Other Current Liabilities

Accrued Expenses 9,751.88

Total Other Current Liabilities 9,751.88

Total Current Liabilities 9,751.88

Total Liabilities 9,751.88

Equity
32000 · Retained Earnings 893,088.45
Net Income -12,618.47

Total Equity 880,469.98

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 890,221.86

8:26 AM Cuyama Basin Water District

05/01/26 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of May 1, 2026
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Jan - Dec 26 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

4120 · District Acreage Assessments 558.16
4280 · Interest - Savings/Money Mark... 6,775.47

Total Income 7,333.63

Gross Profit 7,333.63

Expense
3000 · All-District Admin

3100 · Manager 1,343.70
3300 · Insurance 2,400.00
3400 · Legal Fees 661.59
3500 · Travel Expenses 63.43
3700 · Postage 0.00

Total 3000 · All-District Admin 4,468.72

4000 · Irrigated Rate District Admin
4100 · General District Manager 2,371.50
4150 · Manager SGMA Activities 2,601.00
4200 · Accounting & Auditing 0.00
4300 · Insurance 8,296.00
4400 · Legal Services 2,214.88

Total 4000 · Irrigated Rate District Ad... 15,483.38

5000 · Technical Support Fees 0.00

Total Expense 19,952.10

Net Ordinary Income -12,618.47

Net Income -12,618.47

8:27 AM Cuyama Basin Water District

05/01/26 Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
Accrual Basis January through December 2026

Page 1



Type Num Date Name Item Account Paid Amount Original Amo...

Check 1295 04/30/2026 Young Woold... TriCounties B... -2,043.65

3400 · Legal F... -470.04 470.04
4400 · Legal S... -1,573.61 1,573.61

TOTAL -2,043.65 2,043.65

Check 1296 04/30/2026 Provost & Prit... TriCounties B... -6,379.63

3100 · Manager -444.20 444.20
3500 · Travel ... -63.43 63.43
4100 · General... -204.00 204.00
4150 · Manage... -1,275.00 1,275.00
3100 · Manager -716.80 716.80
4100 · General... -1,861.50 1,861.50
4150 · Manage... -1,020.00 1,020.00
3100 · Manager -182.70 182.70
4100 · General... -306.00 306.00
4150 · Manage... -306.00 306.00

TOTAL -6,379.63 6,379.63

8:29 AM Cuyama Basin Water District

05/01/26 Check Detail
April 2026

Page 1



February 28, 2026

Client ID 20308 AFD

Statement for period through February 28, 2026

Summary by Matter

Total Due

$52.00 -$52.00 $0.00 $0.00

4 $3,697.50 -$3,697.50 $1,961.00 $1,961.00

8 $257.50 -$257.50 $0.00 $0.00

22 ELECTION MATTERS $5,719.60 -$5,719.60 $0.00 $0.00

100 COSTS $1,718.54 -$1,718.54 $82.65 $82.65

PRIOR STATEMENT BALANCE $11,445.14

TOTAL PAYMENTS AND ADJUSTMENTS .$11,445.14

CURRENT CHARGES $2,043.65

PAY THIS AMOUNT $2,043.65

Any Payments Received After 02/28/26 Will Appear on Your Next Statement

s

MAKE PAYMENT

A FINANCE CHARGE OF 1 .5’6 WILL BE ADDED TO YOUR BALANCE 3D DAYS AFTER STATEMENT DATE

Matter Description

1

CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT

MATT KLINCHUCH, PC

MANAGER- ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

1518 MILL ROCK WAY, SUITE 100

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311

ACCOUNTING AND AUDIT

BOARD MEETINGSAND

MATTERS (INCL. BROWN

ACT)

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Prior

Balance

Payments &

Adjustments

PAYMENTS RECEIVED AFTER DATE OF STATEMENT

WILL APPEAR ON YOUR NEXT STATEMENT

Current

Charges

Young Wooldridge

I.D. #95-3498027

CONFIDENTIAL
Privileged and Confidential Attorney-Client Communications

SMH

Young Wooldridge
1 CSCC Stockdale Hwy.,Ste. 2C2

Bakersfield, CA 933 1 1

Email: accounting@yqungwqqldridge.cdm

Phone: (66 1) 327-966 1



Client Project #:

Project Name: 2025 CBWD-Manager

Matthew Klinchuch
Cuyama Basin Water District
1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA  93311

February 21, 2026
Project: No: 02620-25-001
Invoice No: 127933

1MAN: Board meeting coordination and administrative support. Assessment tracking and deposit preparation. Document posting and 
records maintenance. Website administration and content updates.
1TRA: Travel expenses for board meeting.
2MAN: Board meeting coordination and administrative support.
2SGM: GSA packet review. Call-in to January GSA board meeting.
 
Professional Services from January 01, 2026 to January 31, 2026
          Phase: 1MAN General District-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Associate Technician 1.10 120.00 132.00
Principal Engineer .20 255.00 51.00
Administrative Assistant .10 92.00 9.20
Project Administrator 2.00 126.00 252.00

Totals 3.40 444.20
Total Labor 444.20

             $444.20Total this Phase:

  Phase: 1TRA General District-Travel
   Reimbursable Expenses

Travel & Mileage 63.43
Total Reimbursables 63.43 63.43

           $63.43Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2MAN Irrigated Rate-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer .80 255.00 204.00

Totals .80 204.00
Total Labor 204.00

             $204.00Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2SGM Irrigated Rate-SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 5.00 255.00 1,275.00

Totals 5.00 1,275.00
Total Labor 1,275.00

             *** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.



Project 12793302620-25-001 2025 CBWD-Manager Invoice

$1,275.00Total this Phase:

         $1,986.63Total this Invoice

  

Page 2*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.



Client Project #:

Project Name: 2025 CBWD-Manager

Matthew Klinchuch
Cuyama Basin Water District
1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA  93311

March 17, 2026
Project: No: 02620-25-001
Invoice No: 128919

1MAN: Performed website updates and plugin updates. Posted agenda and packet to website. Print agendas and board packet. Filed 
and deposited assessments. Prepared for February board meeting and insurance renewal. Feb. 25 Board meeting
2MAN: Prepared for February board meeting and insurance renewal. Feb. 25 Board meeting
2SGM: Reviewed SAC packet and GSA agenda and coordinated technical with EKI.
 

Professional Services from February 01, 2026 to February 28, 2026
          Phase: 1MAN General District-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Associate Technician .70 120.00 84.00
Principal Engineer 2.00 255.00 510.00
Administrative Assistant .20 86.00 17.20
Project Administrator .30 100.00 30.00
Project Administrator .60 126.00 75.60

Totals 3.80 716.80
Total Labor 716.80

             $716.80Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2MAN Irrigated Rate-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 7.30 255.00 1,861.50

Totals 7.30 1,861.50
Total Labor 1,861.50

             $1,861.50Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2SGM Irrigated Rate-SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 4.00 255.00 1,020.00

Totals 4.00 1,020.00
Total Labor 1,020.00

             $1,020.00Total this Phase:

         $3,598.30Total this Invoice

  

*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.



Client Project #:

Project Name: 2025 CBWD-Manager

Matthew Klinchuch
Cuyama Basin Water District
1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA  93311

April 20, 2026
Project: No: 02620-25-001
Invoice No: 129888

1MAN: District correspondence and coordination. Insurance renewal. Website ADA compliance plugin update. Administration.
2MAN: District correspondence and coordination. Insurance renewal. 
2SGM: Reviewed SAC packet and GSA agenda. EKI technical coordination.
 

Professional Services from March 31, 2026 to March 31, 2026
          Phase: 1MAN General District-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Associate Technician .20 120.00 24.00
Principal Engineer .50 255.00 127.50
Administrative Assistant .10 86.00 8.60
Project Administrator .10 100.00 10.00
Project Administrator .10 126.00 12.60

Totals 1.00 182.70
Total Labor 182.70

             $182.70Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2MAN Irrigated Rate-Manager
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 1.20 255.00 306.00

Totals 1.20 306.00
Total Labor 306.00

             $306.00Total this Phase:

  Phase: 2SGM Irrigated Rate-SGMA
 Labor

Hours Rate Amount
Principal Engineer 1.20 255.00 306.00

Totals 1.20 306.00
Total Labor 306.00

             $306.00Total this Phase:

         $794.70Total this Invoice

  

*** Please make checks payable to Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group *** 
For billing inquiries, please email Billing@ppeng.com.
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To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   May 6, 2026 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7b: District 2026 Budget and Assessment 
 

Dear Directors: 

This report provides information for supporting discussion regarding the District’s 2026 Budget 
and corresponding Assessment to landowners: 

Historic and guiding information 

• Reductions to groundwater pumping began for the Central Management Area in 2023. 

• Maximum rates through the Proposition 218 have locked going forward (absent future 
Prop. 218 efforts). The maximum rates are: 

• $16.13 per irrigated acre  

• $0.45 per non-irrigated acre.  

• The District has an interest-bearing account that is currently earning 3.5%. 

Focal discussion points for considering this year’s Budget are as follows. 

• Position at Year End: The District’s year-end position estimated for 2026 is approximately 
$860,000, a reduction of approximately $100,000 from the year before.  

• Expense expectations for 2026: The 2026 expectations are that expenses are going to 
remain relatively stable with minor increases on some items. Technical assistance can 
vary but is subject to Board-approved tasks in the latest proposal from EKI. 

• Forward Projection: Taking a look into the future, consideration on the adequacy of 
assumptions in the cashflow projection modeling should be regularly discussed in order 
to provide smoother landing at the current proposed $500,000 reserve. 

• Cashflow projections use a rolling 5-year average of expenses. The 5-year was used to 
roughly align with the periodic 5-year GSP and model updates.  

• Cashflow projections assume the irrigated and non-irrigated acreages remain the 
same. 

At this time, it appears the 2026 assessments can remain relatively static compared to recent 
rates. Incremental assessment increases may be considered in 2027 and beyond, pending budget 
expenditure, for coast towards a $500,000 reserve in the next 6 to 7 years.  

Staff and Ad Hoc recommended minor tweaks to the draft 2026 budget but is largely unchanged. 



Description 2025 Budget 2025 YTD Difference
2026 Budget 

(DRAFT)
Difference 
from 2025

Assessed Irrigated Non-Irrigated

76,385.09 31,761.09 44,624.00
All-District Admin 31,700.00$       40,106.91$       (8,406.91)$      32,000.00$       300.00$        0.42$               

3100 Manager 13,200.00$       18,076.60$       (4,876.60)$      13,200.00$       -$              
3200 Accounting & Auditing 5,300.00$         5,300.00$         -$                 5,300.00$         -$              
3300 Insurance 2,100.00$         2,100.00$         -$                 2,400.00$         300.00$        
3400 Legal Services 8,000.00$         11,139.92$       (3,139.92)$      8,000.00$         -$              
3500 Travel Expenses 1,800.00$         1,088.38$         711.62$           1,800.00$         -$              
3600 Office Supplies 100.00$            5.52$                 94.48$             50.00$               (50.00)$         
3700 Postage 200.00$            509.05$            (309.05)$         250.00$            50.00$          
3800 Miscellaneous 1,000.00$         1,887.44$         (887.44)$         1,000.00$         -$              

Irrigated Rate District Admin 140,749.00$    124,794.30$    15,954.70$     144,321.00$    3,572.00$    4.54$             
4100 General District Manager 24,700.00$       33,567.80$       (8,867.80)$      24,700.00$       -$              
4150 Manager SGMA Activities 59,100.00$       27,293.50$       31,806.50$     59,100.00$       -$              
4200 Accounting & Auditing 2,050.00$         1,400.00$         650.00$           2,325.00$         275.00$        
4300 Insurance 7,999.00$         7,999.00$         -$                 8,296.00$         297.00$        
4400 Legal Services 27,000.00$       37,209.92$       (10,209.92)$    30,000.00$       3,000.00$    
4500 Data Collection 10,000.00$       -$                   10,000.00$     10,000.00$       -$              
4600 Travel Expenses 900.00$            337.15$            562.85$           900.00$            -$              
4700 Office Supplies -$                   -$                   -$                 -$                   -$              
4800 Postage -$                   -$                   -$                 -$                   -$              
4900 Miscellaneous 9,000.00$         16,986.93$       (7,986.93)$      9,000.00$         -$              

Technical Support Fees 190,000.00$    154,227.09$    35,772.91$     189,500.00$    (500.00)$      5.97$             

Total Expenses 362,449.00$    319,128.30$    43,320.70$     365,821.00$    3,372.00$    4.96$               4.54$             0.42$                
10.93$             Including Technical Fees

Admin Expenses 176,321.00$    

Code

3000

4000

5000
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RESOLUTION OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF  

THE CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING LEVY               ) 

AND COLLECTION OF 2026                            ) 

ASSESSMENT                                                                       ) 

                     )  RESOLUTION NO.  2026-002 

                                                                               ) 

                                                                               ) 

 

WHEREAS, as authorized by Water Code Section 36550 et seq. and pursuant to Proposition 218 

(Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution), this Board has determined that it is necessary to 

adopt an assessment to cover certain of the District’s estimated costs in order to confer special benefits to 

the assessed property; and 

 

WHEREAS, on March 22, 2017, this Board of Directors passed and adopted a Resolution that, among 

other things, (1) outlined procedures to be used in an assessment ballot proceeding for adopting the proposed 

Assessment, (2) adopted the Engineer’s Report and called for an assessment ballot proceeding, (3) 

scheduled the Assessment hearing, and (4) directed district personnel to prepare and send notices and ballots 

for the proceeding; and 

  

WHEREAS, in furtherance of said Resolution, this Board received an Engineer’s Report, entitled 

“Engineer’s Report for Cuyama Basin WD: Proposition 218 Procedures for Benefit Assessment” prepared 

for the District in compliance with Proposition 218 by Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group, which 

includes a detailed roll of the parcels within the District that would be subject to the proposed assessment 

for the upcoming five years from the Proposition 218 election (2017 through 2021); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report identified the District’s anticipated costs and required revenues; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended that the District levy a proposed assessment 

(“Assessment”) for the following five years, made up of five components to fund the District’s operations, 

special activities to implement SGMA, analysis of the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin USGS report and 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP) support, development of a GSP, and implementation of said GSP; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Engineer’s Report recommended splitting lands within the District into Non-Irrigated 

Lands and Irrigated Lands as authorized by Water Code section 36579, with Non-Irrigated Lands being 

assessed only for District operations component of the Assessment and Irrigated Lands being assessed all 

components of the Assessment; and 

 

WHEREAS, Upon tabulating the votes at the conclusion of the assessment hearing conducted May 22, 

2017, the weighted ballots in favor of the proposed Assessment outweigh the weighted ballots in opposition, 

with the results being 2,795,984.11 votes in favor of the assessment and 170,395.45 votes in opposition; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, this Assessment Ballot Proceeding were carried out in accordance with the Board of 

Director’s March 22, 2017 Resolution, including a hearing conducted May 22, 2017; and 



 
 

2 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 53753 of the Proposition 218 Omnibus Implementation Act 

provides that any agency that complies with the notice, protest, and hearing requirements of that Act is not 

required to comply with any other statutory notice, protest, and hearing requirements, and accordingly, the 

proceedings conducted in 2017 for the following five years with respect to notice, protest, and hearing 

requirements have been conducted in accordance with the Omnibus Implementation Act, rather than the 

Water Code; and  

 

WHEREAS, as provided by Water Code Section 36578(d), the proposed Assessment having been 

levied under the alternate provisions of Section 36577 through 36579, the proceedings for carrying out the 

Assessment shall be carried out by the Board and the Secretary of the District, rather than the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CUYAMA BASIN WATER 

DISTRICT does hereby resolve, declare and order as follows:  

 

1) Proceedings to Levy and Collect 2026 Assessment. The following procedures shall be used by the 

District in levying and collecting the 2026 Assessment, as required by Division 13, Part 7 of the 

Water Code and Article XIIID, Section 4 of the California Constitution:  

 

A. 2026 Assessment: The Board determines that an amount less than maximum amount of the 

Assessment authorized by the Assessment Ballot Proceedings for 2026 shall be levied, that 

being $0.## per acre for Non-Irrigated lands and $#.## per acre for Irrigated lands. 

 

B. Assessment Book.  The Secretary has cause to be prepared an integrated version of the roll 

and Assessment Book (the “Integrated Roll”).  As provided by Water Code 36725, within 10 

days, the President and Secretary shall sign duplicate copies of the following documents, 

which shall be attached to the last volume of each part of the Assessment Book: 

1. A list of all parcels of land subject to the Assessment, that being the Integrated Roll. 

The list shall specify within each parcel the number of acres of Irrigated Land and 

the number of acres of Non-Irrigated Land;  

2. The order of the Board of Directors fixing the assessment, that being a copy of this 

Resolution; and  

3. The annual estimate of the board of directors, that being the District 2026 Budget.  

 

C. Charging the Assessment: Within 10 days after the obligations in the previous paragraph 

are completed, the Assessor and Tax Collector (since the offices of Treasurer, Assessor and 

Tax Collector have been combined as authorized by Water Code Section 34711) shall 

compute and charge in the Assessment Book the assessment due on each parcel, and file the 

Assessment Book, that being the Integrated Roll which identifies by landowner and parcels 

of each landowner the acreage subject to the Assessment and the amount of the Assessment 

levied with respect to each parcel. Once the Assessment Book has been filed, the 

Assessments listed shall be due and payable to the Tax Collector of the District. 

 

D. Lien.  Pursuant to Water Code Section 36825 upon filing the Assessment Book with the Tax 

Collector the assessment and any penalties for delinquencies shall constituent a lien on the 

lands the subject of the Assessment. 

 

E. Notice of Assessment.  Within 10 days of the Assessment being due and payable the 

Assessor shall publish notice in the principle county a notice as specified by Water Code 
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Section 36826, including the date the Assessment are due and payable, the time when 

Assessments are delinquent, which is six months from when they become due as provided 

by Water Code Section 36950, and that a delinquency penalty of 5 percent of the amount 

delinquent will be applicable. 

 

2. Other Matters.  The District’s staff and officers are authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to collect the assessments consistent with applicable law. 

 

 

All the foregoing being on motion of Director ______ seconded by Director ________ and authorized by 

the following vote, to wit: 

 

AYES:    

 

NOES:   

 

ABSTAIN:  

 

ABSENT:  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution is the resolution of said District as duly passed 

and adopted by said Board of Directors on May 6, 2026. 

 

WITNESS my hand of said Board of Directors, May 6, 2026. 

 

 

 ___________________________________ 

   Brad DeBranch  

 Secretary of the Board of Directors 
 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:   None 
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May #, 2026 
 
RE: Cuyama Basin Water District 2026 Assessment 
 
Dear Landowner: 

Enclosed you will find the 2026 Assessment invoice from the Cuyama Basin Water District 
(hereafter referred to as “the District”).  The District is composed of approximately 83,000 acres, 
including most of the irrigated lands in the Cuyama Valley Groundwater Basin with the primary 
purpose of providing local representation on behalf of the District’s landowners regarding 
implementation of the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA.  This law 
required that a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) be developed before January 31, 2020 
and that it provide for the groundwater basin being “sustainable” (generally meaning in a balanced 
condition over the long term) within 20 years. The District through partnership in a Groundwater 
Sustainable Agency (GSA) with the four counties covering the Cuyama Valley Basin (Santa 
Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Ventura, and Kern) and the Cuyama Community Services District 
submitted a GSP that was approved by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR).  
The GSA submitted an updated GSP to DWR in 2025 meeting SGMA requirements to update the 
GSP at a minimum of 5 years. Implementation of the GSP has been on-going since 2020 including 
activities such as monitoring and reporting and planning for upcoming pumping reductions. 

The District has and will continue to operate based upon assessments on parcels classified as 
either ‘Irrigated’ or ‘Non-Irrigated’ classifications as established through an Engineer’s Report 
develop through the 2017 Proposition 218 process. The Proposition 218 effort contemplated the 
5-year period spanning from 2017 through 2021, at which point the maximum assessment rates 
locked absent another vote.  Therefore, the corresponding maximum assessment could be $16.13 
per acre for Irrigated Lands, and $0.45 per acre for Non-Irrigated Lands. 

To date, the District’s expenditures have been lower than what was budgeted in the Engineer’s 
Report. Consequently, the Board of Directors has been exercising its discretion to assess less 
than the maximum assessment rate for the past few years. The same considerations are in place 
with the 2026 Assessment Rates, which are set at $#.## per acre for irrigated acres and $0.## 
per acre for non-irrigated acres.  As the enclosed Statement indicates, the assessment is due 
upon receipt, and payment is requested within sixty (60) days. If you have any questions regarding 
the specific information on the attached statement, please contact Matt Klinchuch at 
mklinchuch@ppeng.com, or (661) 616-5900. 

You are encouraged to continue to participate in the SGMA process with the District.  The District 
aims to act as the voice of its landowners and will need your input as the process moves forward. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Matt Klinchuch, PE 
General Manager-Assessor-Collector 
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1800 30th Street, Suite 280, Bakersfield, CA 93301 • Tel: (661) 616-5900 • Fax: (661) 616-5900 

 
 

To:   Cuyama Basin Water District Board of Directors 
 
From:   Matt Klinchuch, Manager 
 
Date:   May 6, 2026 
 
Subject: Agenda Item #7c: Support Services Contracts 
 

Dear Directors: 
 
As part of the 2026 Budget year, proposals for the contractual services of the 2025 Fiscal Year 
Audit (through 12/31/2025) and technical support are included for discussion and consideration. 
 
 
Audit: 
Services are proposed by our Auditor Barbich Hooper King for preparing the 2025 Audited 
Financials.  The majority of the auditing effort is not anticipated until this Summer for completion 
in the Fall. The proposed fee is $6,950 which is up a nominal increase over the previous year.  
 
Technical Support: 
Services are proposed by our technical consultant EKI. The proposed list is set up to provide 
support for a number of items that may come about in the 2026 year, some of which involve 
further understanding components of the Cuyama Basin model. If all items are approved, the 
costs would be approximately $190,000, which is consistent with last year’s approved budget. 





Board of Directors 
Cuyama Basin Water District 
Page 2 of 5 
  
Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements  

We will conduct our audit in accordance with GAAS and will include tests of your accounting records 
and other procedures we consider necessary to enable us to express such opinions. As part of an audit in 
accordance with GAAS, we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism 
throughout the audit. 

We will evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant 
accounting estimates made by management. We will also evaluate the overall presentation of the financial 
statements, including the disclosures, and determine whether the financial statements represent the 
underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation. We will plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, whether from (1) errors, (2) fraudulent financial reporting, (3) misappropriation of assets, 
or (4) violations of laws or governmental regulations that are attributable to the government or to acts by 
management or employees acting on behalf of the government. 

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal control, 
and because we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is an unavoidable risk 
that some material misstatements may not be detected by us, even though the audit is properly planned 
and performed in accordance with GAAS. In addition, an audit is not designed to detect immaterial 
misstatements or violations of laws or governmental regulations that do not have a direct and material 
effect on the financial statements. However, we will inform the appropriate level of management of any 
material errors, fraudulent financial reporting, or misappropriation of assets that comes to our attention. 
We will also inform the appropriate level of management of any violations of laws or governmental 
regulations that come to our attention, unless clearly inconsequential.  Our responsibility as auditors is 
limited to the period covered by our audit and does not extend to any later periods for which we are not 
engaged as auditors. 

We will also conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events, 
considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the government’s ability to continue as a 
going concern for a reasonable period of time. 

Our procedures will include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded in the 
accounts, tests of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of receivables and certain 
assets and liabilities by correspondence with selected customers, creditors, and financial institutions.     
We will also request written representations from your attorneys as part of the engagement.  

We may, from time to time and depending on the circumstances, use third-party service providers in 
serving your account. We may share confidential information about you with these service providers but 
remain committed to maintaining the confidentiality and security of your information. Accordingly, we 
maintain internal policies, procedures, and safeguards to protect the confidentiality of your personal 
information. In addition, we will secure confidentiality agreements with all service providers to maintain 
the confidentiality of your information and we will take reasonable precautions to determine that they 
have appropriate procedures in place to prevent the unauthorized release of your confidential information 
to others. In the event that we are unable to secure an appropriate confidentiality agreement, you will be 
asked to provide your consent prior to the sharing of your confidential information with the third-party 
service provider. Furthermore, we will remain responsible for the work provided by any such third-party 
service providers. 

Audit Procedures—Internal Control 

We will obtain an understanding of the government and its environment, including internal control 
relevant to the audit, sufficient to identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial 
statements, whether due to error or fraud, and to design and perform audit procedures responsive to those 
risks and obtain evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinions. The risk of 
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as 
fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentation, or the override of internal 
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control. An audit is not designed to provide assurance on internal control or to identify deficiencies in 
internal control. Accordingly, we will express no such opinion. However, during the audit, we will 
communicate to management and those charged with governance internal control related matters that are 
required to be communicated under AICPA professional standards. 

Audit Procedures—Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, we will perform tests of the District’s compliance with the provisions of applicable laws, 
regulations, contracts, and agreements. However, the objective of our audit will not be to provide an 
opinion on overall compliance and we will not express such an opinion. 

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements 

Our audit will be conducted on the basis that you acknowledge and understand your responsibility for 
designing, implementing, and maintaining internal controls relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error, including monitoring ongoing activities; for the selection and application of accounting principles; 
and for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in conformity with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America with the oversight of those charged with 
governance.  

Management is responsible for making drafts of financial statements, all financial records, and related 
information available to us; for the accuracy and completeness of that information (including information 
from outside of the general and subsidiary ledgers); and for the evaluation of whether there are any 
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the government’s 
ability to continue as a going concern for the 12 months after the financial statements date or shortly 
thereafter (for example, within an additional three months if currently known). You are also responsible 
for providing us with (1) access to all information of which you are aware that is relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, such as records, documentation, 
identification of all related parties and all related-party relationships and transactions, and other matters; 
(2) additional information that we may request for the purpose of the audit; and (3) unrestricted access to 
persons within the government from whom we determine it necessary to obtain audit evidence.  At the 
conclusion of our audit, we will require certain written representations from you about the financial 
statements and related matters. 

Your responsibilities include adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements and 
confirming to us in the management representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected misstatements 
aggregated by us during the current engagement and pertaining to the latest period presented are 
immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate, to the financial statements of each opinion unit taken 
as a whole. 

You are responsible for the design and implementation of programs and controls to prevent and detect 
fraud, and for informing us about all known or suspected fraud affecting the government involving (1) 
management, (2) employees who have significant roles in internal control, and (3) others where the fraud 
could have a material effect on the financial statements. Your responsibilities include informing us of 
your knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud affecting the government received in 
communications from employees, former employees, grantors, regulators, or others. In addition, you are 
responsible for identifying and ensuring that the government complies with applicable laws and 
regulations. 

Other Services 

We will also prepare the financial statements and the State Controller’s Financial Report of the District in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America based on 
information provided by you. 
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We will perform the services in accordance with applicable professional standards. The services are 
limited to the financial statements services previously defined. We, in our sole professional judgment, 
reserve the right to refuse to perform any procedure or take any action that could be construed as 
assuming management responsibilities. 

You agree to assume all management responsibilities for the financial statement preparation services and 
any other nonattest services we provide; oversee the services by designating an individual, preferably 
from senior management, with suitable skill, knowledge, or experience; evaluate the adequacy and results 
of the services; and accept responsibility for them. 

Engagement Administration, Fees, and Other 

We will schedule the engagement based in part on deadlines, working conditions, and the availability of 
your key personnel. We will plan the engagement based on the assumption that your personnel will 
cooperate and provide assistance by performing tasks such as preparing requested schedules, retrieving 
supporting documents, and preparing confirmations. If, for whatever reason, your personnel are 
unavailable to provide the necessary assistance in a timely manner, it may substantially increase the work 
we have to do to complete the engagement within the established deadlines, resulting in an increase in 
fees over our original fee estimate.  We understand your staff will prepare all cash and other 
confirmations we request, will locate any documents selected by us for testing, and prepare schedules and 
analysis of accounts, all of which has been discussed and coordinated with Mr. Matt Klinchuch. 

The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of Barbich Hooper King Dill Hoffman and 
constitutes confidential information. However, subject to applicable laws and regulations, audit 
documentation and appropriate individuals will be made available upon request and in a timely manner to 
other governmental agencies or its designee. We will notify you of any such request. If requested, access 
to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of Barbich Hooper King Dill 
Hoffman personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected audit documentation 
to other governmental agencies or its designee. Other governmental agencies or its designee may intend 
or decide to distribute the copies or information contained therein to others, including other governmental 
agencies. 

Danhira B. Millan is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and 
signing the report or authorizing another individual to sign it. We expect to begin our audit approximately 
in July 2025.  

Our fees are based on the time required by the individuals assigned to the engagement, plus out-of-pocket 
costs (such as report reproduction, postage, travel, copies, etc.).  Individual hourly rates vary according to 
the degree of responsibility involved and the skill required. We would propose our fees for the audit of 
your financial statements not to exceed $6,950.  

The above fee is based on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that 
unexpected circumstances will not be encountered during the audit. If significant additional time is 
necessary, we will discuss it with you and arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur the additional 
costs.  Billings are due upon submission and will accrue interest at 12% per annum on amounts not paid 
after 30 days. In accordance with our firm policies, work may be suspended if your account becomes 30 
days or more overdue and may not be resumed until your account is paid in full. If we elect to terminate 
our services for nonpayment, our engagement will be deemed to have been completed upon written 
notification of termination, even if we have not completed our report. You will be obligated to 
compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all out-of-pocket costs through the date of 
termination.  

Reporting 

We will issue a written report upon completion of our audit of the District’s financial statements. Our 
report will be addressed to the Board of Directors of the District. Circumstances may arise in which our 
report may differ from its expected form and content based on the results of our audit. Depending on the 





 

23 April 2026 

 
 
To: Matt Klinchuch, P.E., Cuyama Basin Water District 
 
From: Anona Dutton, P.G., C.Hg., EKI Environment & Water, Inc. (EKI) 
 Jeff Shaw, P.G., C.Hg., EKI 
 
Subject: Task Order - Technical Support to the District for  
 Review and Investigation of GSP Implementation Activities During 2026 
 Cuyama Basin Water District 
 (EKI B70069.05) 
 

Dear Mr. Klinchuch, 

The Cuyama Basin Water District (District) has requested that EKI Environment and Water, Inc. (EKI) 
provide a scope and cost estimate to perform additional technical support tasks in calendar year 2026 
related to Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) implementation within the District’s portion of the 
Cuyama Valley Basin (Basin).  

SCOPE OF WORK 

The scope of work outlined below is focused on providing technical support to the District related to 
various work being conducted by the Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for GSP 
implementation.  

Tasks proposed herein relate to likely future GSA decisions required by the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA), especially regarding policy implications of the latest Cuyama Basin Water 
Resources Model (CBWRM or Model) version updated and recalibrated in 2024, which is planned to be 
updated again in 2026 to improve its performance in the Ventucopa area of the Basin.  

For simplicity, all proposed work is grouped into two tasks. Task 1 is technical assistance with several 
subtasks and Task 2 is preparation for and attendance at District Board meetings, GSA Board meetings, 
and GSA Technical Forums. Likely subtasks are summarized below with pertinent details; some subtasks 
may change as issues arise, but all work performed will be at the District’s direction and authorization. 
The total budget is not-to-exceed without written authorization and applies if the District authorizes all of 
the scope herein.  

Task 1. Technical Assistance to the District During 2026 

EKI will assist the District by reviewing technical documents, data, Model files, and other information from 
the GSA staff and outside sources, as pertinent to one or more subtasks identified below. A substantial 
part of EKI’s review will include testing and visualizing the updated CBWRM to audit model assumptions, 
examine potential future scenarios, and plan groundwater management efforts. Also included is 
preparation of electronic documents, maps, tables, diagrams, and visual explanations to be presented at 
District Board meetings or distributed to the District via email or other means.  

Generally, EKI will review GSA Board of Directors and SAC information packets prior to District meetings 
if available, and will provide a summary to facilitate discussion of pertinent technical materials. EKI also 
will review the draft Water Year 2025 Groundwater Conditions Report and Water Year 2025 Annual 
Report produced by GSA Staff and will provide comments to GSA staff and the District, as needed. 
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In addition to the above, EKI proposes the following specific actions under Task 1: 

1.1. Sub-Basin Water Budgets Analysis  

EKI will prepare Model water budget analyses for specific subareas of the Basin which are of interest to 
the District. This will include analysis of the sensitivity of water budgets to changes in assumptions and 
external inputs used in the CBWRM, potentially including revisions to surface water inflow estimation, 
hypothetical or existing new pumping outside the CMA, changes in cropping, acreage, fallowing, ET 
assumptions, or other factors of District interest. For budgeting purposes, EKI assumed a total of $ 13,000 
for this subtask, at the District’s option.  

1.2. Effects on Basin Water Budget of Upcoming CBWRM Changes in Ventucopa Area  

Review and evaluate the sensitivity of CBWRM to model input changes and effects on output water 
budgets resulting from the upcoming likely or implemented Ventucopa Area CBWRM revisions, in order 
to help the District review GSA modeling decisions considering impacts to modeled water supply, 
sustainability, and allocations. For budgeting purposes, EKI assumed a total of $ 23,000 for this subtask, 
at the District’s option.  

1.3. Evaluation of Modeled CBWRM Crop Parameters 

Evaluate current CBWRM input crop parameters’ effects on Basin and sub-basin water budgets, modeled 
irrigation efficiencies, and crop-specific water demands, in order to elucidate how well-aligned these 
underlying model inputs are with actual farming practices in Cuyama Basin. For budgeting purposes, EKI 
assumed a total of $ 21,000 for this subtask, at the District’s option.  

1.4. Review CBWRM Small Watersheds and explore Options to Improve Model Implementation 

This task has two objectives: (a) Independent review of CBWRM Small Watersheds Module (SWM) runoff 
and catchment parameters for Cuyama River and Quatal Canyon, using the U.S. Geological Survey Basin 
Characterization Model (BCM)1; and (b) exploring proof-of-concept level use of BCM as a more accurate 
way to model tributary inflows to the Basin that could be input to CBWRM. Precise and thorough 
accounting of all hydrologic flows into the basin is vital for groundwater sustainability management. As 
discussed in recent Tech Forums, surface water inputs to Cuyama Basin are calibrated to the watershed 
scale and are not well represented in the current CBWRM. Evaluation of watershed processes at a finer 
resolution may improve estimates of tributary inflows. The statewide BCM model was collaboratively 
developed by USGS and the California Department of Water Resources (DWR). The BCM is used to 
represent precipitation, infiltration, and runoff for all of California’s basins and is a critical part of many 
regional models. The BCM has been set up and calibrated at a finer resolution than the CBWRM, and it 
can provide an independent validation of the  SWM output, or potentially replace SWM for Cuyama Basin. 
For budgeting purposes, EKI assumed a total of $ 46,000 for this subtask, at the District’s option.  

 

1 Flint, L.E., Flint, A.L., Stern, M.A., and Seymour, W.A., 2021, The Basin Characterization Model - A monthly regional 

water balance software package (BCMv8) data release and model archive for hydrologic California (ver. 5.0, June 
2025): U.S. Geological Survey data release, https://doi.org/10.5066/P9PT36UI.  
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1.5. General Technical Support for District, As Requested by District 

Other technical tasks may arise from time to time for which the District has interest. EKI will provide 
technical support to the District, as requested by the District Board of Directors. For budgeting purposes, 
EKI assumed a total of $ 14,500 for this subtask, at the District’s option. EKI will be available to review and 
comment on other GSA-produced or external documents, as requested by the District.   

Task 2. Attend District Board Meetings, Cuyama GSA Board Meetings, and Technical Forums 

EKI will attend scheduled District Board of Directors meetings scheduled and held in 2026 and early 2027, 
and generally will present a technical update and progress report for items reviewed and activities 
performed, as described above. Preparation time is included for each meeting. To help control costs, EKI 
will participate remotely at most if not all District Board meetings, assuming communication technology 
and connectivity remains available. EKI will attend selected District Board meetings in-person if requested 
by the Board, or if needed to facilitate certain discussions, answer questions, or provide specific 
presentations.  

EKI also will remotely attend scheduled Cuyama GSA Board meetings to monitor developments and the 
status of GSP implementation and other issues confronting the Basin.  

The GSA may schedule one or more Technical Forums for discussion of selected technical issues among 
hydrogeologists and engineers associated with Cuyama Basin. EKI will participate remotely in these 
Technical Forums as they are scheduled.  

Note that EKI has already participated in two Water District Board meetings (1/07 and 2/25) and attended 
two GSA Board meetings (1/14 and 3/04) so far in 2026.  

EKI proposes the following specific actions and assumptions under Task 2: 

2.1. Cuyama Basin Water District Board Meetings. Prepare for and attend up to a total of ten (10) 
District Board meetings in calendar year 2026 and early 2027, all assumed for budgeting purposes 
to be remotely attended ($45,000);  

2.2. Cuyama Groundwater Sustainability Agency Board Meetings. Attend up to six (6) planned GSA 
Board meetings for 2026 and early 2027, all remotely via video or audio call ($15,000); and  

2.3. GSA Technical Forums. Participate in two (2) Technical Forum meetings with GSA Staff and other 
technical consultants with interests in the Basin, providing feedback to GSA staff, and updates to 
the District afterward ($12,000).  

SCHEDULE  

EKI has already initiated efforts on the above Scope of Work based upon verbal authorization from the 
District to proceed. It is anticipated that technical materials will be presented to the District at various 
Board Meetings as appropriate, depending on the schedule of completion of the various plans and 
documents to be reviewed.   

TERMS AND CONDITIONS  

We propose work performed by EKI under this Task Order be conducted as an addendum, pursuant to the 
Terms and Conditions of our existing Agreement with the District. 
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COMPENSATION  

Inasmuch as the exact level of effort required to complete the above Scope of Work cannot be known 
precisely, EKI proposes to perform the work on a time and materials expense reimbursement basis in 
accordance with our current Schedule of Charges.  

Note that EKI in-person attendance at a District Board meeting is approximately double the labor cost of 
remote attendance, but EKI can attend Board meetings in-person as needed and if requested. Impact to 
the budget of one in-person meeting can be absorbed within Task 1.5 as long as other requests under 
Task 1.5 are minimal.  

For budgeting purposes, project management is estimated at approximately 5% of labor cost, and EKI’s 
standard 4% communications fee is applied to labor rates. These amounts are included in the summary 
budget items presented below.   

The estimated not-to-exceed budget for this scope of work is shown by task, below, assuming all subtasks 
are authorized. The District is anticipated to authorize tasks only as the need (and data) arise. EKI will not 
exceed the total amount without additional authorization.   

Proposed Budget 

Task 1. Technical Assistance to the District During 2025 

1.1. Sub-Basin Water Budgets Analysis ............................................................................ $ 13,000 

1.2. Effects on Basin Water Budget of Upcoming CBWRM Changes in Ventucopa ......... $ 23,000 

1.3. Evaluation of Modeled CBWRM Crop Parameters  .................................................. $ 21,000 

1.4. Review Options to Improve CBWRM Small Watersheds Model Implementation  ... $ 46,000 

1.5. General Technical Support for District, As Requested by District  ............................ $ 14,500 

Total, Task 1.  ..................................................................................................................... $ 117,500 

 
Task 2. Prepare for and Attend District Board Meetings, Cuyama GSA Board Meetings,  

and Technical Forums  

2.1.  Prepare for and attend 10 Water District Board Meetings (all remotely) ................ $ 45,000 

2.2.  Remote attendance at 6 GSA Board meetings .......................................................... $ 15,000 

2.3.  Preparation and remote participation at 2 Tech Forums .......................................... $ 12,000 

Total, Task 2.  ....................................................................................................................... $ 72,000 

 
GRAND TOTAL   .................................................................................................................. $ 189,500 
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If this Task Order meets with your approval, please sign where noted below and return a fully executed 
copy to our office to confirm your authorization to proceed.  

We are pleased to have the opportunity to work with you on this very important project. Please call if you 
have any questions or wish to discuss this proposal in greater detail. 

 

Very truly yours,      

EKI Environment & Water, Inc.    

 

 

 

Anona L. Dutton, P.G., C.Hg.  

Vice President / Principal-In-Charge  

 

 

 

 

Jeff R. Shaw, P.G., C.Hg.    AUTHORIZATION 

Senior Hydrogeologist / Project Manager  CUYAMA BASIN WATER DISTRICT (CLIENT) 

 

       By ___________________________ 

 

       Title _________________________ 

 

       Date _________________________ 

 

 

 

Attachment 

Attachment A - Schedule of Charges  

 



Client/Address:   Cuyama Basin Water District 

                            Matt Klinchuch, General Manager 

                            Provost & Pritchard 

                            1518 Mill Rock Way, Suite 100 

                            Bakersfield, CA  93311 

 

Proposal/Agreement Date: 23 April 2026                                                                 EKI Proposal/Project # B70069.05 

SCHEDULE OF CHARGES FOR EKI ENVIRONMENT & WATER, INC.                        1 January 2026      

Personnel Classification Hourly Rate 
 

Officer and Chief Engineer-Scientist 366  

Principal Engineer-Scientist 353  

Supervising I, Engineer-Scientist 343  

Supervising II, Engineer-Scientist 329  

Senior I, Engineer-Scientist 315  

Senior II, Engineer-Scientist  304  

Associate I, Engineer-Scientist 291  

Associate II, Engineer-Scientist 275  

Engineer-Scientist, Grade 1 255  

Engineer-Scientist, Grade 2 241  

Engineer-Scientist, Grade 3 221  

Engineer-Scientist, Grade 4 199  

Engineer-Scientist, Grade 5 175  

Engineer-Scientist, Grade 6 152  

Project Assistant 143  

Technician 137  

Senior GIS / Database Analyst  180  

CADD Operator / GIS Analyst 157  

Senior Administrative Assistant 172  

Administrative Assistant 136  

Secretary 114  

Direct Expenses 
Reimbursement for direct expenses, as listed below, incurred in connection with the work will be at cost plus fifteen percent 
(15%) for items such as: 
a. Maps, photographs, reproductions, printing, equipment rental, and special supplies related to the work. 

 b. Consultants, soils engineers, surveyors, drillers, laboratories, and contractors. 

c. Rented vehicles, local public transportation and taxis, travel, and subsistence. 

d. Special fees, insurance, permits, and licenses applicable to the work. 

e. Outside computer processing, computation, and proprietary programs purchased for the work. 

A Communication charge for e-mail access, web conferencing, cellphone calls, messaging and data access, file sharing, local and 
long distance telephone calls and conferences, facsimile transmittals, standard delivery U.S. postage, and incidental in-house 
copying will be charged at a rate of 4% of labor charges.  Large volume copying of project documents, e.g., bound reports for 
distribution or project-specific reference files, will be charged as a project expense as described above. 

Reimbursement for use of personal vehicles will be at the federally allowed rate plus fifteen percent (15%).  Reimbursement for 
company-owned vehicles used in connection with the work will be at the federally allowed rate.  There will be an additional 
charge of thirty dollars ($30.00) per day for company-owned vehicles used for field work. 

CADD and other specialized software computer time will be charged at twenty dollars ($20.00) per hour.  In-house material and 
equipment charges will be in accordance with the current rate schedule or special quotation.  Excise taxes, if any, will be added 
as a direct expense. 

Rate for professional staff for legal proceedings or as expert witnesses will be at a rate of one and one-half times the Hourly 
Rates specified above. 

The foregoing Schedule of Charges is incorporated into the Agreement for the Services of EKI Environment & Water, Inc. and 
may be updated annually. 


